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Waking 
By Martha Gilbert Dickinson 


T SUNBURST'S golden warning 
Or with falling of the rain, 
To wake,—to feel the morning 
Lift the cup of life again! 


To brush the web of dreaming 
And the spell of sleep aside, 
To heer the wild gulls screaming 

At the turning of the tide: 


Whatever be the lading 

Of the ship consigned to thee, 
To cheer the hope unfading 

Of each sail upon the sea! 


To feel the old earth swinging 
On her axis ’neath the feet, 
To hear creation singing 
To the time her pulses beat! 


To dare the chance of sorrow 
In the joy ot waking, say, 
Command me, brave Good- Morrow; 
Alleluia, new To-Day! 


O golden joy of waking! 
God forbid one heart betray 
The impulse of thy breaking 
When the shadows flee away. 


AMHERST, Mass. 











HTave vou read the story of one of the greatest Interna- 

. , . & 7 . Ld +; j, 
tional Sunday School Conventions ever held, the Tenth, at 
Denver? The full accounts as published in The Sunday 


School Times, with additional interesting matter, are now 
ready ina paper booklet. It 1s Just what you want while 
waiting for the large verbatim official report. 5 cents 
each, 50 cents a dozen, or $3.75 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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How to Have God’s Help 


If we are in doubt as to what we should do in 
any emergency, it is better to ask of God, and then to 
do as God gives us direction. We can always have 
God's counsel and direction if we will seek it in faith 
His word is pledged to that. ‘If any of you lacketh 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all liber 
ally and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting : for he 
that doubteth is like the surge of the sea driven by 
the wind and tossed. For let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.'’ Let us 
ask of God in our need, and trust him unswervingly. 


a 
Why Teaching is Needed 


How much of the truth declared by the average 
clergyman in the pulpit is comprehended by the 
average hearer in the pews? If the clergyman could 
know the truth as to this by plain questioning, he 
would be astonished as to the facts. For example, a 
hearer in a prominent New York City church said to 
a friend that he thought that no minister had a right 
to judge and condemn one of his church-members 
without giving him atrial. ‘*As I went into church 
last Sunday morning,"’ he said, ‘‘I was a little late. 
Just as 1 took my seat, the minister rose, and called 





out the name of a member whom he was going to cut 
off. I forget the member's name, but there was no show 
of atrial. Then the minister went on to talk about 
something else. I don't think that's a fair way to treat 
men.'' On inquiry of the clergyman, it was found that 
the text of his sermon that morning was Romans 3 : 27, 
—‘' Where is boasting then ? It is excluded.’’ Yet 
there is many such a blunder as that on the part of 
ordinary sermon-hearers. On the other hand, an 
exceptionally intelligent hearer said of a plain sermon 
preached by one who used many illustrations : ** That 
didn’t sound like a sermon. I understood it all."’ 
The moral of this is that unbroken discourse, with 
no accompanying questions, is not God's plan for 
teaching his truth, nor is the plan a success in man's 
experience. As things are, this is one reason why the 
Sunday-school is absolutely essential to the instruct- 
ing of those whom God would have to know his truth 


x” 
“Getting at” the Working-man 


‘The working-man is just like most other men, 
and he can be reached by the same old gospel, if you 
can get at him at all. And the getting at him is the 
whole problem.'' No other age in the world's his- 
tory has been more genuinely and sincerely interested 
in ‘‘getting at him'’’ than this present age. And 
such big-hearted, level-headed Christians as the Rev. 
Charles Stelzle, pastor of the Markham Memorial 
Mission, St. Louis, are the men who are likely to get 
the church and the working-man close together. The 
words beginning this paragraph are Mr. Stelzle’s; his 
article elsewhere in these pages is the first of a series 
on ‘* The Working-man and Social Problems,’’ that 
bids fair to throw more real light and give more sound 
advice on the subject than anything that has yet 
appeared in print. Mr. Stelzle is one of the few 
ordained pastors who know from actual experience 
the realities of the matter. From the time when, at 
eight years of age, he stripped tobacco leaves in a 
New York basement, until as pastor of a great church 
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organization he still holds the love and attention of 
working-men, he has dealt with actual conditions, and 
has kept in living touch with flesh-and-blood men, 
His words have timely significance in the present 
stress and friction of labor troubles. They will give to 
many a new conception of the intimate life of the men 
on whom the strength and prosperity of this nation 


so largely depend. 
x 
Novelties Not the Best Things in Life 


What we value most in this life are not novel- 
ties, but those things and truths and persons that 
we have learned to value through experience and 
familiarity. This is so the world over and always. 
A little boy loves his mother most because he so well 
knows her love and worth. It is the old friend 
who has been long known and tested, not the new 
friend who is enjoyed for the hour, that has our 
heart's truest love. This truth has been repeated by 
authors classic and modern, and our hearts respond 
to it because we feel and rejoice in its truth, Ex 
perience gives added worth and enjoyment to that 
which we have long known, and have found to be 
more and more precious. 


gm 
A Lie Never of God 


A lie is never of God. A lie is ever ot the 
Devil, who is the father of lies. One who thinks that 
it may be best, under certain circumstances, to lie, 
thinks that it may be best, for the time being, to leave 
the service of God, and to trust the Devil to take 
charge of him in an emergency. When tempted to 
a lie, as George Herbert says, 


** Dare to be true, nothing can need a lie ; 
A fault which needs it most, grows two thereby.’’ 


And Madame De Stael well says : ‘‘ Truth is the work 
of God ; falsehoods are the work of man,'’ as prompted 
of the Devil. 
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Barren Self-Condemnation 


LL spiritual disciplines, and even divine require- 
ments, have to be watched, investigated, tried, 
and applied to life with prolonged attention 

and guidance and intent thought before we become 
familiar with their workings or begin to reap their ad- 
vantage. Not less than physical laws do moral laws 
demand patience and study before they begin to serve 
us and contribute to our development. It is not 
enough to take the yoke,—we must learn to get it on 
right. The most simple of gospel commands has to 
be thought out and practiced out. It cannot be im- 
mediately applied nor done mechanically. 

One of the disciplines which lies at the very base of 
Christian character is confession, It would seem to 
be simple enough, and that one might know without 
much experience what it meant and how to use it. 
But there are circumstances, we find, in which con- 
fession is not good for the soul. Who does not know 
of much confession which has yet been powerless to 
do him any good ? 

Everybody knows people who will admit almost 
any charge against their spiritual state. They will 
keep pace with the worst that can be said of them, 
and feel a sort of virtue in acknowledging it. They 
even grow to like it, become fascinated with their own 
honesty, and even at times become inventive in new 
abasements. 

If this were all that confession amounted to, it is, 
perhaps, the easiest way in the world to serve God. 


Men seem to think that God requires self-abasement, 
and that the more they can achieve of it the more 
they please him. But mere calling one's self bad 
names gains us no favor with God. Fundamental as 
confession is in character, there are times when it has 
to be stopped. Our insane asylums are full of people 
who cannot accuse themselves enough. The world is 
full of people who will almost gaily admit that they 
are sinners, and rather enjoy doing it. Confession 
becomes too glib and too easy, and costs nothing, 
and is a false comfort. One often finds it easier to 
confess his shortcomings than to hear the criticism 
and rebuke which he knows they will draw forth if 
not confessed. In this case confession is simply a 
forestalling of criticism, and is without any element 
of contrition. There is a ‘‘ facile orthodoxy’"’ in cen 
fession, generalizing and shallow, and no more pleas- 
ing to God than silence would be. No man ever 
acknowledged his moral infirmities more fully or more 
promptly than Coleridge, but it never seemed to make 
the slightest difference with his life. A relative who 
had to bear many of the burdens which the philoso- 
pher laid down spoke of Coleridge's ‘‘ barren selt 
condemnation.’ It never made any difference ; noth 
ing came of it. 

Barren self-condemnation The recovering de- 
bauchee cannot find enough ill to say of himself, and 
thinks his revulsion against what he has done is the 
guarantee of a settled hatred of it. If his experience 
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has been worth anything to him, he knows that he 
will yet be capable of it all over again unless he 
secures that revulsion, takes advantage of it, and per- 
petuates it by acts and purposes of an opposite kind. 
His is only the regret of passion sated, not that of 
passion overcome. 

We had thought that confession was almost auto- 
matic in its power to turn out new character, and, 
behold ! after years of confession, we may find that it 
has not done the least yood. No divine strength 
pours down on us as the result of it. It does not 
bring us nearer to God. Strangely enough, God 
often seems entirely indifferent to this, — the very 
thing which we thought was sure to bring us his favor 
and peace, 

We may imagine that there are persons whose con- 
fessions God wishes hxought to an end until such time 
as they are willing both to confess and to go and do 
something about it. To be divinely told that it 


pleased God we should do no more confessing, that 
we might save ourselves the trouble, that our moral 
standing would remain just the same, even though we 
omitted it until we bring with every confession some 
new and definite plan of conduct, some resolute in- 
tention, this might startle us into a realization of new 
Imperil the very right of 


depths in this discipline. 
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confession in a man's soul,—a right we have too 
carelessly assumed, and the exercise of, which we 
have thought pleasing to God on any terms,—let a 
man feel that even this stern privilege may be passing 
away, and he will go deeper into himself to renew 
and defend his right to this great liberty of the soul. 

There is, then, no confession which amounts to 
anything which does not involve the purpose to go 
and do something about it. That alone puts iron and 
morality into it. That all men are sinners, that we 
ourselves are, may be an admission which it is better 
for us not to make or rehearse until it is verified 
afresh out of our own deep regret, and our new reso- 
lution to start actively, definitely, positively, upon an 
opposite course. Even self-condemnation may be- 
come ‘‘a luxury of devotion,’’ if we let it, and an- 
other sin. No men have ever been brought to a 
more normal experience of the great Christian disci- 
plines than the apostles, none readier than they to 
acknowledge their sinfulness, but they exercised 
great economy in self-reproach. Probably, they 
would all at times have liked to condemn themselves 
more than they did ; but they limited this desire, and 
let themselves out in active and various turnings to 
things that were more excellent,—the only real con- 
fession. 





Is there Any Practical Good in Prayer ? 

Is there any good thing in this world about which 
men have such foolish and unreasoning thoughts as 
abou prayer? Yet prayer as a duty, as a force in the 
universe, and as a help to right and true living, is one of 
the greatest and grandest realities that God has taught to 
man, or that wise and good men have learned about 
in human experience. Here comes an earnest believer 
in the West who asks about one of her foolish and 
ignorant friends in this way : 

A friend of mine says he can see no use in audible prayer, or 
in even thinking a definite prayer, because God knows our 
every thought. He thinks gratitude to God should be lived, 
but not spoken, and says that, even when as a boy he prayed, 
he was never conscious that God heard or helped him in 
any way. Will you tell me what you would say to one who 
feels thus ? 

it is no fresh idea, or peculiarly bright thought, 
that that young man or boy has been influenced by. 
Jesus said, on this very subject, to his chosen disci- 
ples, ‘‘ Your Father knoweth what things ye have need 
of, before ye ask him’’ (Matt. 6: 8). Yet at that very 
time Jesus taught his disciples how to pray as a per- 
sonal daily duty. Is this modern young doubter rea- 
sonably consistent in his conduct? God knows what 
food or drink we have need of day by day, and God 
can supply it without any effort on our part. Does 
that young man rest in idleness, waiting for God to 
supply him food and drink and other necessities 
of life according te God's knowledge? If he does 
not, why should he be less sensible in the one thing 
than in the other? Prayer day by day is as truly 
a duty as is honesty, truthfulness, decency. What 
would be thought of a son who never expressed love 
for his mother, or gratitude to her, or made any 
request of her for counsel or guidance? Could he, 
even to himself, claim to be doing his duty, or treat- 
ing his mother properly? God says that we ought to 
pray, and that certain gains are to result from prayer, 
and that certain losses are to result from a failure to 
pray. Did that boy, when smaller, and perhaps less 
ignorant than now, never ask God to keep him through 
the night, or restore him to health when sick, and 
have the prayer answered? All of us are dependent 
on God's special protection and ministry, hour by 
hour. The youth who does not know this, or who 
fails to acknowledge the fact, has need to learn a 
great deal before he can make even a fair start in the 
world, Many aman has, in all his practical life, had 
free communion with, and richer daily special minis- 
try from, his God, than ever from his human parents. 
He who lacks this experience has himself to. blame, 
and he should learn what has been his failure, and why. 
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Where Are the Missing 
Commandments ? 

What is not in the Bible gives quite as much 
concern to some Bible rezders as what is there. Yet 
we have reason to be vs rreteful for the God-designed 








omissions in the sacred record as for the God-chosen 
record. As to words and deeds of Jesus, who spake 
as never man spake, the beloved disciple says, in 
concluding his record, ‘‘And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, the which if they 
should be written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself would not contain the books that should 
be written’’ (John 21:25). What is written is for 
our study and upbuilding. What is not written we 
are better off without. Yet it is natural for us to long 
for knowledge that is hinted at in the Bible, but not 
given. Here comes a correspondent from Nova 
Scotia with a question on this subject : 


Will you kindly tell me, in Notes on Open Letters, if there 
is known what commandments the Colossians received re- 
specting Marcus, or John Mark, referred to in Colossians 4 : 
10? I have been tracing his life as revealed in the Word in 
connection with Sunday-school work. 


‘*«Commandment”"’ is a word of varied meanings 
in the Old Testament and the New. In some in- 
stances it means simply a ‘‘ word ;*’ again it means a 
‘‘ precept ;’’ yet again ‘‘ a saying ;"’ then a ‘‘statute,”’ 
or a ‘‘law.'’ In the passage in Colossians referred 
to, the word ‘‘commandment"’ obviously means 
‘¢instruction,’’ or ‘‘information,’’ or ‘‘ reminder.’’ 
In Acts 15 : 37-40, it is recorded that Paul chose Silas 
rather than Mark for a fellow-traveler and coworker, 
after some difference on the subject with Barnabas. 
Yet, later, Paul came to value Mark, and gave com- 
mandment or instruction to have him brought along 
and cared for (2 Tim. 4:11). These facts would be 
a sufficient explanation of the reference in Colossians 
4:2 to Mark having been before spoken of. Yet, as 
a matter of fact, one cannot speak with positiveness as 
to this, nor have we any reason to inquire. The 
Colossians knew what Paul meant, and the direction, 
or reminder, is to them, not to us. Z 


KK 
Going Out After Non-Believers 


There are so many people in this world who do 
not do their duty! And that raises the practical 
question, Who is to blame for it? Are they, or are 
we? This question is thus stated by a letter from an 
Indiana Christian : 


There are very many people here, and presumably there 
are everywhere, who do not go to Sunday-school or church. 
What shall we do for them? Judging by past and present 
conditions, the pastors of the churches will not go to them ; 
for, as a rule, they do not labor in that way in rural places 
like this. If this subject is worthy of Notes on Open Letters, 
it might call out valuable suggestions. 


What is the Gospel plan on this subject? That 
may be worth trying, —at least it should be mentioned 
in this discussion. Is the command in the Bible to 
non-Christians to ‘‘come’’ to church and hear the 
preacher, or is it to Christians to ‘‘go"’ out into the 
world, and declare the truth to those who need it? 
There are indeed very many Bible lovers who claim 
that Christian churches are not designed for preaching 
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stations to non-believers, but are places for worship 
and for the teaching of believers. Certainly, too 
much emphasis is laid on the duty of non-believers 
to come to church while they are still not disciples. 
Our Lord's parable of the man who made a feast, and 
failed to have willing guests enough, makes the 
householder declare to his servant: ‘‘ Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and constrain them to come in, 
that my house may be filled’’ (Luke 14 : 23). Some 
try religious papers and tracts and handbills, but the 
better way is by personal work of the individual 
with the individual. As the man said of his sure flea- 
powder, ‘‘ Take the flea by the nape of the neck, and 
pinch him so as to spring his jaws open. Then drop 
a little of the powder down his throat, and it does its 
work.’’ Bishop Frederick D. Huntington said of the 
too common way of expecting non-believers to come 
to church and to pay pew rent, that it seems like say- 
ing, ‘‘ You ought te come to church so that I can 
convert you by my preaching. But you must pay 
twenty-five cents a week while I’ m trying.”’ 

After all, who is most to blame for the absence 
from the church and Sunday-school of non-Chris- 
tians? Are the outsiders, or are Christian ministers 
and church-members ? Can we even claim that we 
are doing our work? Have we even attempted to do 
our known duty ? 
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Just When Were Quails 
and Manna Sent ? 

There are certain points in the history of the 
Israelites which are fixed chronologically, and from 
which we can calculate with positiveness. But apart 
from these fixed points there is room for a great deal 
of uncertainty, and there is no small amount of wild 
guessing or of reckless assertion. Several correspon- 
dents have been confused on these points, and, not 
unnaturally, want more light on the subject. <A 
Bible teacher in New York State writes : 


Will you please give us some light in Notes on Open Let- 
ters, if you think it of interest? In one of our recent lessons, 
the time is said to be about six weeks after the children of 
Israel left Egypt that all the congregation murmured, longing 
for the flesh-pots of Egypt, etc. And the quails and manna 
were sent, as we would suppose, at least in part, to satisfy this 
desire. In Exodus 1o : 26 to 12 : 32, 38, it is stated that all 
their flocks and herds went with them ; and, if so, why should 
they lack for meat to eat in so short a period as six weeks ? 


On the same subject, a Pennsylvania inquirer states 
his troubles, in view of the different statements of 
lesson writers : 


Between two authorities I am perplexed as to the time of 
our recent lesson, ‘‘ The Giving of Manna."’ In my Sunday- 
school the question was asked, How long was this-after the 
departure from Egypt? I answered, according to Dr. Mc- 
Laren in The Sunday School Times, that it was six weeks. 
Others answered that it was one month. The last answer was 
accepted as the right one. I find also that the question is 
asked and answered in the Presbyterian Journal as follows: 
** About one month or thirty days.'’ Is there any way to get 
at the exact time? Your explanation will greatly oblige me. 


We have it, according to both Jewish and Chris- 
tian authorities, that ‘‘ Passover’’ marks the depart- 
ure of the Hebrews from their bondage homes in 
Egypt. We also know, by the same authorities, that 
‘* Pentecost,’’ which was fifty days after Passover, was 
at the time of the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. 
But as to the precise dates between these times, or 
the events soon after, there is much room for differ- 
ence of opinion, and no reason for being confident as 
to any man’s opinion. How long was it after Pass- 
over before the Hebrews went out of Egypt by cross- 
ing the Red Sea? We know that it was from one 
week to two or three weeks, and that it was not the 
same day or the next, as many ill-advised scholars 
down to Bishop Colenso of South Africa have de- 
clared. 

As to the longing for meat, which was met by 
flocks of quails, we know that the Hebrews took their 
flocks and herds out of Egypt; but we do not know 
how long they had them, or what they did with them. 
From Exodus 10 : 25, 26, we would infer that they 
were wanted for sacrifices. But we know, as any one 
who has been over the ground understands, that flocks 
and herds cannot be carried over the desert: on the 
hoof. Therefore it is better to accept the Bible state- 
ment as consistent with the facts, rather than to seek 
to find inconsistencies that do not seem to be there. 
The exact date of the coming of the quails and manna 
we cannot learn from the Bible or from commentators, 
not even from writers in The Sunday School Times. 
It is obvious that we do not know all the minor facts 
and dates in the case, and we may be equally certain 
that it would be of no service to us, or to anybody 
else, if we did know them. 
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O LET progressive Sunday-school workers know what 
other progressive workers are doing is the purpose of 
this department. The Editor would like every Sunday- 

school in the land to send him regularly, at 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., information and printed matter of every 
description used in all departments of the Sunday-school. 
From among the material thus received, a limited selection 
will be described or reprinted here. 


How a Portland Schooi 
Arranges a Picnic 

Of what use are Sunday-school picnics ? is the 
question that annually confronts the thinking element 
among superintendents and teachers. Does more 
good come of them than harm ? is another query to 
settle. So many such affairs are meaningless, as far 
as the Sunday-school is concerned, that many schools 
have given them up. Then, too, most schools which 
have picnics have no systematic management of these 
excursions, beyond getting the scholars to their desti- 
nation, so that it is often the case that not one-half of 
the school is represented, and many a one returns 
home dissatisfied with the day's outing. H. W. 
Noyes, superintendent of the Free Street Baptist 
School of Portland, Maine, believes that he has solved 
the problem through athletics, hunts for flowers and 
minerals, and thought-provoking contests. The many 
novel features make it worth while to give the pro- 
gram, which was arranged by a committee consisting 
of the superintendent and six others : 


Annual Outing! 


A First-Class, Old-Fashioned Picnic for All 
from 
“The Babe in Arms” to “ The Oldest Inhabitant” 
ee 


The Free Street Baptist Sunday-school most cordially invites 
all its friends to a ten-miles’ sail down the bay on Friday, 
July 4. 

Pleasant View Park, Great Chebeague Island 


The Harpswell steamer leaves Portland Pier at 9 A.M. 
Fare for the round trip, thirty-five cents for adults, fifteen 
cents for children under fifteen. Tickets to be obtained of the 
committee. 

Pleasant View Park is near the landing, and is furnished with 
seats, swings, hammocks, tent, etc. It will be headquarters 
for the day, and the place for dinner. Hot coffee will be 
served at one o'clock to all who bring mug and spoon. 


A Still Hunt 


for flowers, minerals, and shells will be one of the features of 
the day. A badge of honor will be given to the one making 
the largest and best collection of either. The judges will be’ 
Miss Nellie Mansfield, flowers ; Mr. J. W. Amick, minerals ; 


and Mr. E. L. Durgan, shells. All collections must be sub- 
mitted to the judges before four o'clock. 
Sports 
Wheelbarrow race . ‘3 . Free for all 
Horseshoeing the stake . eh tb te “6 
eee eee eee "5 
pi | < 
Cracker race . ° 8 . For girls. 
" rs . For boys. 


. For boys under fifteen. 
. For girls under fifteen, 
. For men. 
. For women. 
. For boys under fifteen. 
; . « « « Free for all. 
Committee on sports, H. W. Noyes, Edward H. Nash, 
George A. Knight, Henry E. Cole, James Johnson. 


100-yards dash ' 


Running jump : 


A Penny 


will be in circulation during the day. The person perpetrating 
the last pun or joke keeps it. 


A Badge 


will be given to the oldest person present. Also one to the 
youngest. . 
Hay-Rack Ride 


The island has fine roads and beautiful scenery. By forming 
parties of twenty or twenty-five, old-fashioned hay-rack rides 
can be taken for ten cents each. 

There are also good opportunities for boating and fishing. 

Those who are unable to take the 9 o'clock boat may leave 
Portland Pier at 10.40 or 1.45. Returning, the boat leaves the 
island at 4.45 P.M., arriving in Portland about 6 o'clock. 

If the 4th is stormy, the outing will take place the next day, 
Saturday, July 5. 


+ 4 
Is Your School a Go-If-You-Please ? 


Established custom should not be changed with 
the advent of every hot wave! Time and time again 
it has been demonstrated that a Sunday-S8chool is 


almost sure of loss rather than gain by changing the 


hour for opening on too slight provocation. A large 
Philadelphia school changes its hour of opening from 
2.30 in the afternoon to 9.15 in the morning with the 
first Sunday in July. The attendance of about five 
hundred all through June suddenly falls to less than 
one hundred,—not because ‘‘ every one is away,’’ as 
we like to say, but because the whole tone of the 
announcement of the change indicates that the ‘‘ go- 
if-you-please'’ season has arrived. Nine times out 
of ten the schools that go on, hot or cold, in ‘‘ the 
even tenor of their way,'’ do not need a Rally Day to 
bring three-quarters of the school back into the classes. 
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Chemical Formulas in ’ 
Sunday-School Teaching 


Object illustration, in the nature of things, has 
great fascination for every one, young and old. Real 
interest attaches to the use of chemicals in such teach- 
ing. In the issue of The Sunday School Times for 
May 31, directions were given for changing water 
into various colors for this purpose, and this has 
aroused added interest. Two other formulas have 
been sent in, which will be of interest to those who 
use, or wish to use, them before an audience. The 
first one is from L. W. Parker of Clifton, New Bruns- 
wick, who writes : 

Dissolve twenty grains of tannin in one ounce of water. Put 
five drops into a glass of water. This will turn black when 
five drops of tincture of iron is added, which will become clear 
again if a few drops of a weak solution of bromine is added. I 
may say that I also used a part of this illustration with good 
effect to set forth the power of evil association, and how it 
leaves its befouling stain upon the whole life. I put a stick of 
dry wood into tincture of iron to one-half the length of the 
stick, and left it twenty-four hours. The next day (Sabbath) 
I took it in my pocket to church. I also took a glass of clear 
water in which a few drops of the tannin solution was placed. 
At the right time I took the stick from my pocket, told the 
audience how it had been treated, and placed the end that had 
not been in the tincture of iron into the glass of water, asking 
them to observe the result. Soon the black lines started from 
the stick, and when my discourse was finished, I called atten- 
tion to the now dark water. Thus the change had been 
brought about entirely by absorption and infusion—influence 
suggested. 

The other is from Roy C. Flickinger, of the Irving 
Park Church of Christ of Chicago. He writes : 

In a recent issue of The Sunday School Times a question 
was answered concerning three chemicals which may be used 
to illustrate the guilt of sin and its cleansing by the blood of 
Christ. When a little boy, I saw the experiment performed 
by the Rev. David Breed (now in Pittsburg, I believe) in the 
Church of the Covenant, in this city. At the time it seemed a 
wonderful thing to me, and it impressed me more than many 
other things of greater value. ‘To illustrate a recent temper- 
‘ance lesson, | broke an egg into a tumbler [of alcohol] before 
my class, and found that this simple action produced a far 
more lasting impression than all the statemem. and verbal 
illustrations that I could crowd into half an hour. It seems to 
me that such things are neglected more than they should be. 


% 
Who is it that Needs a Vacation ? 


Don't close the school, —at least, until the church 
closes its doors to preaching services. The last service 
to close should be the teaching service. If it's too hot 
to hold or attend a Sunday-school session at 9.30 or 
10 in the morning, it is too hot to attend or hold a 
‘*church service’’ at 10.30 o'clock. The superin- 
tendent and teachers who are worrying about the 
‘* poor children ’’ coming out in the heat of the day, 
still insist that those same ‘‘ poor children’’ ought to 
attend the preaching service, which has little in it 
that the ‘‘ poor children’’ can understand. If it's 
the teacher or the superintendent who feels the need 
of a vacation, let him take it; but put the matter on 
the right basis, and don’t say that the scholars need 
a vacation, and therefore the school should close. 


A Sunday-School that Raises 
its Own Flowers 


Flowers are used in such profusion by the church, 
in chancel and in the Sunday-school room, and to be 
distributed among the sick and poor, that it seems 
worth while for the Sunday-school to raise its own 
flowers. In the late spring, St. Stephen's Sunday- 
school, in the city of Winnipeg, makes a distribution 





of flower-seeds to each pupil, with the request that he 
sow and cultivate them as Sunday-school flowers. 
When the flowers bloom, the young gardeners bring 
them, as needed, to the church for decorative pur- 
poses, and, finally, for the sick of the parish, 


i= QUESTION 2 
Ba Sy ap BOX 


Questions that are of general interest will be answered here. If an 
answer by mail is desired, a two-cent stamp should accompany the 
letter. Any book mentioned here may be ordered from the Times. 
Back numbers of the Times will be supplied at five cents a copy. 


r “ee 
I have a copy of Dr. Trumbull's little book, ‘‘ In Tribula- 
tion." He refers to ‘‘Ugo Bassi’s famous Sermon in the 


Hospital,’ and quotes a portion of it. Will you kindly tell 
me how I can get the entire poem, and how much it will cost? 


This descriptive poem is issued by John Wanamaker of 
Philadelphia and New York at ten cents. 


“ 






Would it not be possible to have suggestions in chemical 
experiments published in The Sunday School Times, espe- 
cially in connection with the temperance lessons ? 

The Times is glad to give help in the line of chemical 
experiments for temperance or other teaching, and in the 
paragraph on this page on ‘‘Chemical Formulas ’’ will be 
found suggestions for such demonstrations. Another for- 
mula was given in the Ways of Working department in 
the issue for May 31. ‘ 


What am I to do with one scholar who insists on turning my 
questions to worldly matters ? 

Talk about worldly matters with that scholar. Find out 
in what worldly things her (or his) interest really centers, 
and then make that your starting-point. Let her see that 
there is a proper place in her life, and in yours, for things 
of this world, that you and she have many things in com- 
mon, and thus from a common footing lead to the things 
that are better and higher than this world. But it may 
take weeks or months to do this. 


% 


We have decided to offer a prize or reward of honor to the 
scholars of our Sunday-school who are in attendance for a 
quarter, and also for the year. Have you any such in stock, 
or can you refer me to any company who has? 

The Sunday School Times Company does not deal in 
Sunday-school supplies, as ordinarily understood, but the 
advertising columns of the Times constantly indicate where 
supplies may be found. As to rewards for attendance, the 
Ways of Working department of the paper, as lately as 
July 5, gave, under the title, ‘‘Rewards for Complete 
Classes,’’ a description of a method being used this sum- 
mer by a Brooklyn school, which is quite noteworthy. 


x 


A pastor wants to know if he should: seek to bring the schol- 
ars of his school to Christ, or rather encourage the teachers 
to do so. 

A pastor has far deeper cause for joy in seeing scholars 
brought to Christ by their teachers than if they were 
brought by him personally. Of course he will be always 
ready to speak lovingly with the scholars as to their per- 
sonal relations with their Master. But he will do a greater 
work by making soul-savers of all the teachers of his Sun- 
day-school, than by devoting his whole time to personal 
work with the scholars and neglecting to impress the 
teachers with the possibilities of their work. 

£ S 

Could you kindly tell, in the Question Box of the Times, 
your idea of the best method for the systematic gathering of 
missionary money in Sunday-school classes? ould you 
consider it better for each class to have its own fund, to be 
gathered at the year's end into an aggregate by the several 
classes, or for the school to regularly contribute as a whole ? 

System of some kind is the secret of success. Random 
offerings by individuals, as they please, with no attempt at 
reaching a definite standard of either amount or regularity, 
will fall far short of what might be. Whether the class 
amounts are turned in to the school treasurer weekly, 
monthly, or yearly, makes little difference. But it is im- 
portant that each class should have a systematic method of 
giving. Some prefer to determine upon a certain sum for 
the month or year, and hold themselves responsible for 
meeting, if not exceeding it. If a class prefers not to 
pledge itself to any given sum, it can at least pledge itself 
to regular giving, and make up amounts for Sundays 
missed. In either case a class treasurer, the office possibly 
rotating from one member to another, is invaluable for 
keeping the class up to the: mark, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“Timothy Stand-by” at Denver 


DENVER, COLORADO, July I, 1902. 


EAR SISTER MANDY: The grate 
Internashunal Sunday Skool Conven- 
shun has ajurned, and I’m a-feelin 
rite smart of that lonely feelin what 
allers kums on after the revival meet- 
ins in Brush Fork has broke up. 

When I left you on the railroad platform at Jeriko 
Kort House I sed I'd rite every day, but things has 
been a-happenin too fast fer letter-writtin. 

Marthy and me wuz the first ones at Trinity Church 
door at the openin evenin meetin, and afore we could 
look around there wuz a hundred more delegashuns 
a-pushin and a-squeezin up the stairs tryin to get in. 
The bildin wuzzent opin yet, but the crowd didn’t 
care fer the squeezin, fer they wuz all smilin and 
happy. Just to keep up the spirits of the crowd one 
of the delegashuns startid the familyer hym, ‘‘ There's 
a stranger at the door; let him in.’’ Marthy wuz 
shocked, but the feller what startid the hym didn't 
mean nuthin wrong. He didn’t think fer a minnit 
how the hym fit the ockashun fer he wuz as seerius 
as if he wuz in a prayer meetin, but it wuz amusin to 
most of the crowd, so they all jined in the chorus, 
‘Let him in.'' The sexton must have herd the 
singin and seen the pint, fer he opined the door and 
we skrambled into our seets in the Ohio Delegashun 
in the South gallery. 

Between gazin at the banners and the buntin and 
the flags; and between studdyin of the bildin and 
the delegashuns, and countin the pipes in the big 
organ, we didn’t git much out of the first sesshun. 
But on Friday mornin we wuz in the front row of the 
gallery reddy fer bizness. 

Ackordin to my pernounced intenshuns at Brush 
Fork, I whispered to everybuddy on the ‘Central 
States Flyer'’ to beware of polyticks at Denver, and 
frum the time we landid in Denver, Marthy and me 
wuz on the lookout fer any polytick, big or little, 
what mite show his hed. 

& 


Well, the devoshunal end of the meetin wuz no 
mor'n over, and the bizness had just startid, when a 
delegashun on the platform got up and read a little 
rezerlushun. I couldn't just ketch on to what it wuz 
about, fer it wuz sprung so suddin ; but | give mitey 
close attenshun afterwards when Dr. Hamill riz and 
jumped on the rezerlushun with both feet. He sed 
‘there wuz polyticks’’ in it,’’ and he called on the 
Convenshun to ‘' put its foot down on polyticks !”' 

There wuz no keepin me down after that, Mandy, 
so I stood up on my tip toes and shoutid ‘‘Amen !"’ 
in my camp meetin voice, just like as if I wuz in one 
of our big meetins at Brush Fork, and Dr. Hamill 
kept on a-talkin like as if he wuz stumpin in a politi- 
cal campane. His wurds wuz a-bristlin with eleck- 
tricity. The Convenshun wuz just a-fumin, and the 
fellers from Canady wuz a-callin ‘‘Here! Here !"’ 
and I wuz keepin up with the percesshun by shoutin 
to the top of my lungs ‘‘Amen! Amen!"’ QA, 
Mandy, it wuz grate ! 

All to onct Marthy cawt me by the coat tail and 
with a jerk pulled me down into my seet, and then, 
with quiverin lip, and pleed:n look, and tremblin 
voice, she sed, ‘‘ Timothy, fer land's sake, do tell me 
what the rezerlushun's about !"’ 

‘*]—I—I don't know,"’ I sed, foolish-like and 
excited, ‘‘all I know is that Jolyticks has arrived; 
and that's bad enuff !"’ 

‘*Well,’’ sed Marthy, indignant-like, ‘from the 
way they're actin I gess there’s about five hundred 
more in the house what don’t know enny more about 
the rezerlushun than you do,”’ 

Mandy, when it began to dawn on your cistern-law 
that polyticks had finally arrived, Marthy began 
a-tremblin and almost made a seen, fer she had bin 
a-feerin polyticks ever since we startid fer Denver. 
She wuz a-shakin all over, and she grabbed my hand 
and sed, almost weepin-like, ‘*Oh, Timothy, if the 





awful polyticks haz kum, what shall we do? What 
shall we do?”’ 
‘* Pray/*’ 1 sed, quicker’n scat; ‘you do the 


rayin and I'll do the fightin."’ 
I had no sooner'n sed that than I reeched fer the 
bottle of hartshorn you dropped into my grip at Jeriko 
Kort House, fer Marthy wuz gittin awful excited and 


Editor's Note.—Dr. Joseph Clark, Secretary of the Ohio 
Sunday School Association, gives the readers of The Sunday 
School Times the first of the ‘‘ Timothy Stand-by "’ letters 
written especially for these columns, and announced as one 
of the deservedly interesting features of the Times for 1902. 


I knowed that wuz the only thing what could kam 
her down. 

When I wuz doctorin Marthy with the hartshorn, 
the Chairman of the Program Committee wuz speekin, 
and the Convenshun got awful quiet. While he wuz 
speekin a delegashun touched me on the shoulder 
and sed, ‘‘ Bruther Stand-by, are you noticin the co- 
incidence ?’’ 

‘*No, where is it?’’ I sed, ‘‘1I never saw one.’’ 

‘Why don’t you see that hartshorn is havin effect 
on the Convenshun as well as on Sister Stand-by ?’’ 

And, Mandy, sure as your born, the name of the 
man what wuz a-speekin wuz Hartshorn. He wuz 
quiet-like, and sed only a few words, but he showed 
that there wuzzent any polyticks in the rezerlushun, 
and when he sat down the Convenshun wuz kam, and 
polyticks wuz dead. I tell you Mandy, Hartshorn is 
grate ! 

we 

The next excitin thing in the Convenshun wuz the 
eleckshun of the President. Ackordin to the papers 
there wuz lots of fellers what wuz pullin fer the offis, 
but that kind of bizness wuzzent poplar after the 
mornin meetin. 

Dr. Tyler of Denver wuz the lucky feller. He wuz- 
zent thawt of tillthat mornin, He didn’t know nuthin 
about bein thawt of fer President till they told him he 
wuz eleckted, and then he wuz took clean off his feet. 
I tell you, Mandy, I allers has had a perfound respect 
fer a real worthy feller what gits a Sunday Skool offis 
without skeemin or pullin fer it. Such officers, I be- 
leeve, is called of the Lord. ‘ 

When the Saturday mornin sesshun wuz opined 
every buddy wuz in their seets and peeple wuz a- 
standin up wherever they could git a chance, fer this 
wuz the time the Internashunal Lesson Sistim wuz to 
be tore to peeces, and if possible, wuz to be put to- 
gether agin. 

The Convenshun wuz in fer a two-hour red-hot 
debate on ‘‘ How could the Internashunal Lesson 
Sistim be Improved ?'’ There wuz no time lost in 
gittin startid. Mr. Belsey frum England sed the peeple 
of Great Brittin wuz agim havin the Sistim docktered. 
It wuz good enuff fer them just as itis. He wuz in 
favor of ‘‘ one language, one Book, one lesson.”’ 

Dr. Blackall wantid everything gradid. He wantid 
gradid lessons, gradid texts, and gradid scriptur, a 
‘* bread-and-milk’’ korse fer the beginners, and a 
‘*hickery nut’’ korse fer the seenyers. 

Dr. Schauffler sed the best way to improve the Les- 
son Sistim wuz to Go Right On Working with it just 
as we had done, then it would GROW. 

Dr. Hazard wuz in faver of an advance korse. He 
sed that with an advance korse the young men what 
had got out of the Sunday Skool would come flockin 
back agin, and perhaps them what wuz thinkin of 
passin in their resignashuns, and pullin out, would 
hold on a little longer. : 

When Dr. Hamill got in his say on the debate I 
knowed he had struck oil. A feller didn’t need 
speckticles to see that he wuz expressin the sentiment 
of the grate Sunday Skool world, when he sed that 
‘¢the way to improve the Sunday Skool lessons wuz 
not by trying to grade Scriptur, but by gradin the 
teechin. He menshuned my beefstake argument 
with Suprintendent Sklusive, down to Jeriko Kort 
House, and sed the Scriptur didn’t need any gradin. 
If the Lord wantid it gradid it would have bin labilled 
and put up in packages ackordin to age. The gradin 
must be done by the teecher. We didn’t need gradid 
lessons, but we did need gradid feechers. Oh, Mandy, 
that wuz grate / 

ee 


Then Dr. Hamill turned a clinch on the nail by 
tellin about a grate medikal perfesser he once saw 
who knowed all about a man’s body from hed to foot. 
He wuz teechin a class of very little childern about 
the hart. First he drawed a hart on the board ; then 
he called a little feller up and showed him where his 
hart wuz. Then he told them how the hart wuz a 
grate pump to send the blud to difrent parts of the 
body. A few days afterward he herd the same per- 
fesser teach a class of big boys and girls in their 
teens. He drawed a hart on the board and showed 
its struckture and divishuns, and told them how the 
hart sent the blud to the lungs, so that it might be 
changed from bad blud to good blud, and could nur- 
ish the body. The next week he herd the same per- 
fesser teach a class of medikal stoodents and he told 
them all the details about its construckshun and its 
fiber, and its use, and its process, and its funckshuns, 


VOL. 44, NO. 30 


and used wurds what would stump enny buddy but a 
doctor. It wuz the same hart all the time—but the 
teechin wuz gradid. Oh, Mandy, it wuz grate / 

At last Dr. Potts riz and perseeded to sum up the evi- 
dence, just like as if he wuz a lawyer down te Jeriko 
Kort House. He wished he could de/eeve that so 
menny young men had left the Sunday Skool becaws 
the lessons wuzzent hard enuff. He wished he could 
beleeve that establishin speshul lessons fer the seen- 
yers would bring all the strayin young men back agin. 
He wuz in faver of one lesson fer every buddy. But 
if the Lesson Committee wuz to be instrucktid to pre- 
pare a speshul korse fer beginners, and one fer the 
seenyers, he wuz in faver of havin them marked 
‘‘opshunal,’’ and not havin them brandid ‘: Inter- 
nashunal.’’ 

When Dr. Hamill and Dr. Potts wuz done I felt in 
my bones, and knowed way down in my sole, that 
the Lesson Sistim wuz safe. On Monday the Con- 
venshun took in the ‘* Beginner's Korse’’ on proba- 
shun, but it wouldn't have nothin to do with the 
‘* Advance Korse.”’ 

Mandy, | can’t close this letter without referrin to 
the Quarterly Temprance Lessons. I spose you'll be 
expecktin me to tell you about the great speeches 
what wuz made in the Convenshun in faver of retainin 
the temprance lesson—éut J can't do that, fer they 
wuzzent made; and how lots of brave men and wo- 
men skalped the Lesson Committee fer being agin the 
quarterly temprance lesson—dut J can't, fer it wuz 
all a mistake; and how the temprance peeple pre- 
sentid a big pertishun of more than a hundred thou- 
sand names protestin agin the doin away with the 
quarterly temprance lesson—dut J can't, fer it wuz- 
sent presentid. 

I spose every one of them things wood have hap- 
pined if Dr. Potts haddent made a two-minnit speech 
early inthe Convenshun. After the Lesson Committee 
had made its report, Dr. Potts, the Chairman of the 
Committee, riz and told how surprized he wuz when 
a nameless paper announced to the wurld that there 
wuz a movement in the Lesson Committee to do away 
with the quarterly temprance lesson. He told how 
he had attendid every meetin of the Committee and 
never had there bin spoke a single wurd lookin to- 
ward doin away with the quarterly temprance lesson. 
(Then the Convenshun cheered.) He backed up 
these satisfyin remarks by sayin that the lessons for 
1903-04 and 05 were already selectid, with four quar- 
terly temprance lessons fer each year ; and then very 
ernest-like, he sed, ‘‘// there had bin any grounds fer 
the rumer, the moral indignashun of the temprance 
wurld would have bin justified /"’ 

ee 

Oh, Mandy, that speech was grate! It killed a lot 
of red-hot speeches what wuz just a-waitin fer achance 
to be trotted out. It kinder staggered the temprance 
peeple though, and they felt kinder silly to think that 
they had been fooled and had bin fightin nuthin but 
a ghost. 

I felt mitey sorry fer them, fer they had bin makin 
such a fuss and had bin preparin fer munths fer a big 
fite. It must have bin awful embarrissin to find that 
the peeple they wuz expectin to fite wuz their best 
friends. I felt sorry, too, fer the wimmin what had 
bin a-traipsin around over the country fer months 
spendin time and strength in gittin signers to per- 
tishuns and distributin ellerquence to township and 
county convenshuns. But I wuz sorriest of all fer the 
woman what had toted that grate big roll of pertishuns 
acrost the planes, to find that it wuzzent needid after 
all, and that there wuzzent enny excuse fer presentin 
it to the Convenshun. 

Of korse there had to be sumthin done with it, so 
it wuz showed at a side-meetin arranged by the temp- 
rance peeple, and I beleeve wuz also showed to the 
Executive Committee, but the signers down to Jeriko 
Kort House ought to know that the Convenshun never 
got a peep at the pertishun, fer after all the fussin it 
wuzzent presentid ; and they orter also know that 
there wuzzent enny grounds fer gittin it up. 

Of korse, the new Lesson Committee wuz give in- 
struckshuns as usual to keep on with the Quarterly 
Temprance Lessons ; just as they wood have bin if 
there haddent bin such a-stirrin up of the peeple on 
a false alarm. 

Tomorrer I wuz intendin to go up on Pike's Peak, 
but Marthy says that she isn’t goin a-pikin up any 
peek at her time in life. The one thing she wants 
fer the next week is a ded, fer she’s clean wore out 
attendin meetins. 

Please send wurd to Preecher Crab and Bruther 
Decker to arrange fer an Echo Meetin a week frum 


next Sunday. Yures truly, 


- TIMOTHY STAND-BY. 
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By the Rev. Charles Stelzle 


Il. The Working-Man in Embryo 


E HAS his pedigree in a long line of toilers. 
H Men who, by reputation, at least, have had no 
greater longing than for meat, malt, and mat- 
tress. He has studied men more than books, and, if 
his subjects have not been inspired by the thoughts 
found in the world’s best volumes, he has been read- 
ing characters which have made him narrow, suspi- 
cious, prejudiced. Happy the youth who has a 
great-hearted employer,—a noble master-workman, a 
strong bench-fellow. 

| knew nothing of the ‘‘ child labor law’’ when, at 
eight years of age, I stripped tobacco-leaves in the 
basement of a great tenement house in New York 
City. Perhaps my employer did, but it was cheaper 
to pay me fifty cents a week, and give me two big 
spoiled cigars every night, than to hire a boy of less 
tender age, who might demand more money and bet- 
ter ‘‘smokers.’’ And then, the factory inspector 
never came into that basement, unless it was to have 
his palm tickled and to get a box of extra good ‘* Ha- 
vanas.’" 1 was made deathly sick at first by the fumes 
of the tobacco during that vacation season, but I soon 
became accustomed to the closeness of the room and 
the other inconveniences. 

My next attempt to become a bread-winner was 
more enjoyable. During the holiday season I sold 
oranges and Christmas candles on the sidewalk and 
from house to house among that great multitude on 
the east side of the city. And when, for two years 
afterward, I sold newspapers after school hours in the 
same neighborhood, I felt better than when I worked 
in the tobacco shop, even though I was compelled 
sometimes to remain on the streets late at night, and 
get ‘*stuck’’ on some of my papers in the bargain. 
If our Sunday customers got as much excitement out 
of the papers as we newsboys got in disposing of the 
cash earned by carrying them, we weren't either of 
us fit for the Sunday morning service, because ‘‘ pitch- 
ing ‘’ pennies is not a good prelude to the doxology, 
‘although most of us felt poor and needy after we had 
been fleeced by the expert who could afford to be a 
first-nighter at the show on the Bowery, even though 
he did not sell newspapers to make a living. 


It seemed an easy transition from newsboy to server 


of desserts in a down-town restaurant, but, when I 
left school at eleven to become a ‘‘ cutter"’ in an arti- 
ficial-flower shop, I felt that I was on the highway to 
success, especially when I received two ‘‘ trade'’ dol- 
lars for my first week's work, which were held in my 
hand and rattled joyously all the way home. No other 
money since earned has given me greater happiness. 

Four years of swinging a heavy mallet fitted me for 
the work of a machinist apprentice in the largest shop 
in New York City, where, as a true mechanic, I learned 
to love every machine that my hands touched, and 
where I really served an apprenticeship of eight years, 
unconsciously studying the social and moral needs of 
my fellow-workmen for service in the work of the min- 
istry. For when a few years later I graduated from a 
training-school for this larger work, I found that my 
experience in the shop was more valuable than any 
training the school had given me, even though the 
school was the best of its kind. 

Being deprived of school advantages at so early an 
age, I looked to the public library for the books I 
loved, but could not afford to buy. But I was morti- 
fied to find that I could not borrow books until I 
should arrive at my twelfth birthday. In the mean- 
time nickel novels had my attention, because Sunday- 
school books seemed too flat. But the days were 
counted when I should have access to that treasure 
house on a side street in New York ; and when, on 
the 4th day of June, 1881, I filled out my application 
blank and received my first book, I was the happiest 
youngster in town. I made up for the loss of time 
by reading a book every day, although I came into 
the library shame-faced and afraid, fearful that the 
librarian would discover that I was robbing others of 
their treasures by unlawfully reading too many of his 
books. Astronomy, geology, physics, and what not, 
had a place in my reading, and for a time, during the 
‘*smart’’ period, books on infidelity engaged my 





attention. Some good simple sermons on apologetics 
might have saved me a great deal of anxiety a few 
years later. 

I first became interested in the labor question in a 
practical way when I went out on a strike with about 
five hundred men. I learned some strange things 
during that strike,—that is, they were strange to me 
then. I had always supposed that my employer was 
a Christian gentleman. I discovered that he was a 
fiend incarnate. At any rate, the walking delegate 
said he was. And when, after we went back to work, 
I was one day sent into his office to build a grate fire, 
—the janitor not having put in an appearance that 
day,—I felt like shrinking into the chimney when I 
recognized a footstep behind me, and my chief re- 
marked, very pleasantly, ‘‘ It is quite cool this morning, 
—isn't it?’’ I fear that I did not have sense enough 
to answer that I agreed with him, but I never forgot 
that tone, and it encouraged me afterward to speak a 
word in his defense when I had the opportunity. 

But we apprentices were ungrateful fellows. Our 
employers made provision in an evening school for 
the technical education of every boy during the five 
years of his apprenticeship, providing a wholesome 
supper on every evening that he attended school, all 
without charge to the apprentice. How we fretted 
and fumed all during the course! and how we com- 
plained about the meals! The coffee was made of 
chicory, we declared, and the corned beef had been 
driven before a wagon in palmier days. But we did 
not know at that time’ that it was the same kind of 
corned beef and coffee which was being served to our 
employers at their midday meal in their private dining- 
room. Perhaps, if we had known it, we would have 
been disgusted because of the ‘‘ miserliness’’ of the 
millionaires who ate the same kind of meat that we 
ate. I fear that some of us to this day misinterpret 
the motives of the men who were anxious to turn out 
the best mechanics in the country. 

My own apprenticeship certificate, signed by the 
head of the firm, indicating the departments of work 
employing my time during my apprenticeship, the 
courses of study pursued, and my present rating as 
‘* superior workman,’’ has a prominent place in my 
study. As I look up atit while I write, I think of many 
pleasant years of association with men who gave me a 
broader outlook upon life, and my heart goes out to 
them as I remember the deep longings of their souls, 
expressed in many a burst of confidence. 

Sr. Louis, Mo. 
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Luke on the Lord’s Supper 
By C. J. H. Ropes 


UKE 22 : 15-20 has always been a puzzle, because 
the cup is placed both before and after the 
bread. Some avoid the difficulty by omitting 

part of verse 19 and ail of verse 20, but on very slight 
manuscript evidence. The late Professor Thayer 
(Journal of Biblical Literature, 1899, p. 122) disregards 
this cutting of the knot, and says : ‘‘ The twofold men- 
tion may be attributable merely to his [Luke's] re- 
sumptive or recapitulatory propensity as a writer,—- 
a characteristic exemplified notably by his twofold 
account of the ascension. Or, possibly, the first cup 
may be a relic of the paschal meal, and only the sec- 
ond eucharistic.’ But certainly no other repetition 
in Luke is like this one, and, in the first mention of 
the cup, ‘‘ giving thanks'' marks it as eucharistic. 

A solution of the difficulty, satisfactory so far as it 
goes, is given by Eduard von der Goltz, in his recent 
work Das Gebet in der aeltesten Christenheit (1901 ; 
214f.). 1 summarize his conclusions here in the hope 
that some reader may carry this solution a step farther. 
Starting with the Didache's account of the eucharist, 
he follows Sabatier in showing that the ritual was bor- 
rowed from that of Jewish meals, which began with 
a blessing on the poured-out cup, followed by one 
over the broken bread, while in the actual meal the 
order of partaking was reversed. He then points out 
that this order underlies Paul's statements. In 1 Cor- 
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inthians 10 : 16 f., Paul speaks from the ritual point of 
view : first, of the blessing of the cup ; second, of the 
breaking of the bread. But in the next chapter he 
puts eating before drinking, in the Supper itself. The 
same order is recognizable in Luke. The Lord begins 
with the blessing of the cup (v. 17), then that of the 
bread and its distribution (v. 19). The distribution 
of the cup follows (v. 20). 

Von der Goltz adds that there is some confusion in 
Luke’s record, since in verse 17 we find ‘‘ Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves,’’ which belongs 
to the distribution (v. 20). In this connection it is 
worth noting that the present place of these words is 
needed to emphasize the parallel between verse 16 
about the passover, ‘‘for 1 say unto you, I shall not 
eat it, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God,"’ 
and verse 18 about the cup, ‘‘ for I say unto you, I 
shall not drink from henceforth of the fruit of the vine, 
until the kingdom of God shall come.'’ 1 think there 
is no doubt that the ritual of the Jewish meal, as thus 
interpreted, explains the twofold mention of the cup 
by Luke, though words referring to the distribution of 
the cup look strange in verse 17. 

BANGOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





A “’Possum” Story 
By Emma C. Dowd 
a : I might hab ‘possum for my birfday din- 


ner,’’ said Sammie, with a little whine in his 
voice. 

‘*Huh!’’ answered mammy, with a show of harsh- 
ness which Sammie knew was all show, ‘‘you gc 
*long!"’ 

Sammie was a little colored boy who on the mor. 
row would celebrate his sixth birthday, and in all] 
those six years of his life he had never so much 
as tasted of opossum, delicious opossum, such as 
‘‘grampa’’ and ‘‘gramma'‘’ and Uncle Venus talked 
about as having enjoyed in the old plantation days, 
down in Carolina. To be sure, opossums were noi 
very plenty up here in St. Louis, and what there were 
cost more money than mammy could afford to pay 
but Sammie did not stop to think about this when he 
said that he wanted ' possum for his birthday dinner. 
He was thinking of the way his grandparents and 
Uncle Venus always smacked their lips when they 
talked of their favorite dish. 

That night, before Sammie went to bed, in walked 
‘‘grampa’' with what looked to be a good-sized cat 
across his shoulder. He laid it on the table before 
his little grandson, saying : 

‘*Here’s yer'possum, sonny! Massa Dick done 
killed two las’ night, an’ I say Sammie shall have 
one o' dem for his birfday dinner!"* 

“Oh, I'm goin’ ter hab 'pessum!"’ shouted 
Sammie. ‘‘An’ you'll come an’ help eat it ; won't 
yer, grampa ?"’ 

This invitation might have been expected, for 
grandpa accepted at once ; and then, while they were 
talking, the door opened to admit ‘‘ gramma,'’ and 
she, too, had a'’possum on her shoulder. Such 
squeals of laughter as greeted her! Sammie was 
beside himself with joy. Two possums were more 
than he had dreamed of. It was the other of the two 
belonging to ‘‘ Massa Dick,'’ and the old man and 
his wife had each kept the purchase a secret, as a 
surprise to the other. 

The next morning, before Sammie was out of bed, 
Uncle Venus called, and what do you suppose he 
brought to his little nephew? Why, another ' pos- 
sum ! 

But mammy was equal to amy emergency, and Sam- 
mie was sent out with invitations to several friends, 
big and little, to come and eat’ possum with them that 
noon. 

The guests were assembled, the dinner was ready 
for the table, and Uncle Venus was just ending his 
story of the three ‘possums, when a knock sounded 
on the door. Sammie ran to see who was there. 

A lady for whom mammy often worked had sent a 
birthday dinner for the little boy. When the napkin 
was taken from the basket, many dainties came to 
light ; but chief among them was a platter of steam- 
ing hot ‘possum ! 

MERIDEN, CONN. 
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Lesson 6. August 10. 


Lev. 10: I-11. 


Nadab and Abihu: Temperance Lesson 
Memory verses: 8-11 








COMMON VERSION 


1 And Na’‘dadb and A-bi’hu, the sons of 
Aaron, took either of them his censer, and 
put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
offered strange fire before the LORD, which 
he commanded them not. 

2 And there went out fire from the LorD, 
atid devoured them, and they died before the 
LORD. 

3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is if 
that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sancti- 
fied in them that come nigh me, and before 
all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron 
held his peace. 

4 And Moses called Mish’a-el and El’za- 
phan, the-sons of Uz-i‘el the uncle of Aaron, 
and said unto them, Come near, carry your 
brethren from before the sanctuary out of the 
camp. 

5 So they went near. and carried them in 
their coats out of the camp; as Moses had 
said. 

6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto 
E-le-A’zar and unto Ith’a-mar, his sons, Un- 


Golden Text: Let us watch and be sober.—1! Thess. 5 : 6 


AMERICAN REVISION 


1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took each of them his censer, and put ‘ire 
therein, and laid incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not 
commanded them. 2 And there came forth 
fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, 
and they died before Jehovah. 3 Then Moses 
said unto Aaron, This is it that Jehovah spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them that 'come 
nigh me, and before all the people I will be 
glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 4 And 
Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons 
of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto 
them, Draw near, carry your brethren from 
before the sanctuary out of the camp. 5 So 
they drew near, and carried them in their 
coats out of the camp; as Moses had said. 
6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Ele- 
azar and unto Ithamar, his sons, ? Let not the 


COMMON VERSION 


clothes ; lest ye die, and lest wrath come 
upon all the people : but let your brethren, the 
whole house of Is’ra-el, bewail the burning 
which the LORD hath kindled. 

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die : 
for the anointing oil of the LORD 7s upon you. 
And they did according to the word of Moses. 

8 4 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, say- 
ing, 

9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, 
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: i¢ 
shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations : 

to And that ye may put difference between 
holy and unholy, and between unclean and 
clean ; 

1r And that ye may teach the children of 
Is’ra-el all the statutes which the LORD hath 
spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 





AMERICAN REVISION 


clothes ; that ye die not, and that he be not 
wroth with all the congregation : but let your 
brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail 
the burning which Jehovah hath kindled. 
7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the 
tent of meeting, lest ye die ; for the anointing 
oil of Jehovah is upon you. And they did ac- 
cording to the word of Moses. 

8 And Jehovah spake unto Aaron, saying, 
9 Drink no wine nor strong drink, thou, nor 
thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tent of 
meeting, that ye die not: it shall be a statute 
for ever throughout your generations: 10 and 
Sthat ye may make a distinction between the 
holy and the common, and between the un- 
clean and the clean; 11 and 3that ye may 
teach the children of Israel all the statutes 
which Jehovah hath spoken unto them by the 
hand of Moses. 














































































cover not your heads, neither rend your 


Lesson Calendar 


1. July 6.—The Giving of Manna. ........ Exod. 16: 1-15 
2. jay 13.—The ‘Ten Commandments : 
Duties to God ee Exod. 20: 1-11 
3. July 20.—The Ten Commandments : 
Duties to Men errr e ee Exod. 20; 12-17 
4. July 27.—Worshiping the Golden Calf... . Exod. 32: 1-35 
: Exod. 40: 1-38 


5. August 3.—The ‘Tabernacle 
©. August 10.—Nadab and Abihu : Temperance 
BM ob cs 6s , 0 0 6 os so Ue OOS On6e 
t August 17.—Journeying toward Canaan. . Num. 10: 11-13, 29-36 
. August 24.—Report of the Spres . . Num. 13: 1-3; 13: 25 to 14:4 
9. August 31.—The Brazen Serpent um. 21: 1-9 
so. September 7.—The Prophet like Moses... .. . Deut. 18: 9-22 
11, September 14.—Loving and Obeying God . . Deut. 30: 11-20 
12. September 21.—The Death of Moses Deut. 34: 1-12 
13. September 28.—Review. 
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The saloon needs the slums, and the slums need 
the saloon, if either is to exist. 


a 


International Home Readings 


Nadab and Abibu. 
‘lhe incense altar. 
Penalty of unfaithfulness. 


MON.— Lev. 10: 1-11. 
TUES.— Exod. 30 : I-10. 
WED.—Ezek. 22 : 23-31. 
THuURS,—Ezek. 44 : 15-21. Rules for priests. 
Fri.—Gal. 5 : 16-26. A better way. 
Sat.—1 Cor. 9 : 19¢27. Caitious living. 
Sun.—1 Thess. 5 : 5-23. Need for watchfulness. 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 
<% 


Some governments are not afraid to tackle the 
drink problem. The Emperor of Germany has ap- 
proved the plan for separating the sale of liquor 
from private gains, and the Russian government 
has appropriated a million dollars for the promo- 
tion of temperance. 

bal 


The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Some Dangers of Strong Drink 
4. Blindness : 
Drink no wine... make a distinction (8-10). 


They err in vision, . . . in judgment (Isa. 28 : 7). 


Priests . . . made no distinction (Ezek. 22 : 26). 
2. Law tessness : 
Offered... taich he had not commanded (1). 


Keep my charge, lest they bear sin (Lev. 22 : 9). 
To obey is better than sacrifice (1 Sam. 15 : 22). 
3. irreverence : 
Offered strange fire before Jehovah (1). 
/ will be sanctified in them (3). 
Let the priests . . . sanctify themselves (Exod. 19 : 22). 


| Cleanse yourselves, ye that bear (Isa. 52 : 11). 
4. Death: 
There came forth fire, .. . and they died (2). 
At the last. . . biteth like a serpent ( Prov. 23 : 32). 
Seemeth right ;.. . ways of death (Prov. 14 : 12). 
gs. Shame : 
And Aaron held his peace (3). 
I was dumb with silence (Psa. 39 : 2). 
Heart knoweth its own bitterness (Prov. 14 : To). 


hair of your heads go loose, neither rend your 
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6. Sorrow : 
Let... the whole house of Israel bewait (6). 
Who hath sorrow ? (Prov. 23 : 20.) 


In the hand of Jehovah... 
a 


It will take Temperance Monday as well as Tem- 
perance Sunday to close the saloons. 
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Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—Day by day, for seven 
days, Moses officiated as priest in the solemnities 
by which the tent of meeting and its furniture 

and its priesthood were set apart to Jehovah (Exod. 
29, especially vs. 35-37), while Aaron and his sons 
waited day and night within the door (Lev. 8 : 33- 
36). On the eighth day they assumed the priest- 
hood. Assisted by his sons, Aaron disposed upon 
the altar, one after another, the blood and the fat of 
the various offerings, and the flesh of the burnt-offer- 
ings, burning them, in the sense of laying them read 
to burn. Then he blessed the people, and went wit 
Moses into the tent. When they came out, ‘ the 
glory of Jehovah appeared,” and a miraculous fire 
burned upon the altar. 

Time.—Probably this same eighth day (Lev. 10: 

16-20, comp. 9 : 3, 15). 
Piace.—The tent of meeting, near Sinai. 
PARALLEL Passaces.—Leviticus 8-10; Exodus 29, 


ac p (Psa. 75 : 8). 


40; Numbers 1-9, and the story of Dathan and Abi- 


ram in Numbers 16. 


1 Or, ave nigh * Acc. to Sept., Vulg., and Syr., uncover not your heads. * Or, ye shall 
The Ameriean Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Bons. 55s 


Verse 1.—The offense of Nadab and Abihu.— 
Strange fire: We are not told in what respect the 
fire was ‘‘ strange.” They may have used other than 
the prescribed incense, or may have offered it at the 
— time or in the wrong manner.—/H/ad not com- 
manded: The pluperfect is the correct tense ; not 
‘* he commanded,” as in the Old Version. 

Verse 2,—Their punishment.—7here came forth 
fire: Better English than “‘ went out,” as found in 
the Old Version.—from before Jehovah: Not simply 
‘‘from.”’ The fire came locally from before the ark. 
It is natural to think that Nadab and Abihu perished 
by the same’ fire that kindled the burning upon the 
altar (Lev. 9 : 24). 

Verse 3.—Moses interprets the fatality. It is a 
punishment for their public lack of respect to Jeho- 
vah.—Them that come nigh me: Peculiar nearness 
of access to Jehovah involves peculiar obligations. — 
Aaron held his gg : Apparently, he was at the 
time performing his public duties as priest. Under 
the influence of Moses he sternly represses his feel- 
ings, and continues in his function: a 

erses 4, 5.—As the nearest relatives of the dead 
men are engaged .in solemn services, their more dis- 
tant relatives take charge of the bodies.-—/n their 
coats; Their priestly vestments are not taken off 
from them. 

Verses 6, 7.-—The priests are wearing turbans and 
robes that have: been set apart to the service of Jeho- 
vah. They are not to tear these off, or disorder them 
on account of the personal grief that has come te 
them. This came to be a general law (Lev. 21: 10). 
Nor were they to allow their grief to interrupt their 
solemn functions.—Lef not the. hair of your heads 
£0 /oose : This is no improvement on the simpler and 

ess specific rendering of the Old Version.— Au? /et 
your brethren. . 
brethren. . 

Verses 

Abihu is 


. bewail: 
. are bewailing. 
8, 9.—Perhaps the death of Nadab and 
one of the long lists of tragedies resulting 
from the use of intoxicants by men in responsible 
positions. It is hard to see what motive they had for 
their misconduct, if they were sober. They had been 
under tension for many days, and may thus have 
been led to resort to stimulants. The prohibition of 
wine is inserted here as if it were connected: with the 
incident under consideration.— Drink no wine : The 
abstinence is to be total for the time being.—Aor 
strong drink: Drink that can make one drunk. 
Aaron knew of wines and beers, and perhaps other, 
fermented, intoxicants; he knew nothing of distilled 
liquors.— When ye go into the tent : When engaged 
in offictal priestly duties. Perhaps with especial ref-. 
erence to the times of strain during the great feasts. 
That ye die not: The Revisers substitute this for 
‘lest ye die,” in order to indicate the difference of 
phraseology in the Hebrew. 

Verses 10, 11.—Reasons for the precept just given. 
—That ye may: The alternative rendering ‘ye 
shall” in the Revised Version is unwarranted.—/ué 
difference: The American Revisers modernize this 
to ‘‘ make a distinction.” One function of the priests 
is to conduct public worship. To do this properl 
they need to be clear-minded, and not befuddled wit 
alcohol.—And that ye may teach: Another function 
is to make known and administer Jehovah's law, and 
this cannot be properly déne with a mind unbalanced 
through wine. 


AvuBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Better, ‘‘ while your 
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ne FFERED Srrance Fire.”—It is usually un- 

derstood that by ‘‘ strange fire” is meant fire 

taken from some place other than the altar, 
which ‘‘shall be kept burning... continually,” and 
‘‘ shall not go out” (Lev. 6:13). Ordinarily the burning 
of incense was to be upon the altar provided for that 
purpose (Exod. 30: 7, 8). Some have suggested that 
the strange fire was taken from a ‘‘common hearth.” 
But I see in the use of ‘‘ strange fire” an aggravated 
form of disobedience, The word ‘‘strange” used 
here, in Arabic, means ‘‘ foreign,” ‘‘ distant,” ‘‘ not 
belonging to them;” and this idea suggests to my 
mind, the possibility of their having taken it from 
the hands of strangers, heathen, people of the 
sparsely populated country around them, who, at- 
tracted by natural curiosity, would come to the 
Israelitish camp ( a) to see the curious 
doings of those people from Egypt. The ceremonies 
of initiation into the priesthood, etc., had been going 
on for many days, and all the people would be look- 
ing on, as they do now when a wedding is in prog- 
ress, and the whole village, as well as outsiders, take 
part in one way or another,—in feasting, dancing, 
burning incense, etc. There were, moreover, stran- 
gers in the Israelitish camp itself for the benefits of 
the sabbath were to be enjoyed by ‘‘thy stranger 


—e 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that is within th gates” (Exod. 20 : 
there were some Egyptians we may infer also from 
Leviticus 24 : 10 and Deuteronomy 23 7, and 
that the Israelites were very lax in their intercourse 
with surrounding heathen nations we learn from the 
episode recorded in Numbers 25. Therefore it is 
highly probable that the ‘‘strange fire” had a 
heathen origin, and its use had been expressly for- 
bidden (Exod. 30: 9). 

“CARRIED THEM IN THEIR CoaTs.”—The coat 
(Aamees) is the same garment that Joseph wore (Gen. 
37: 3), or the similar coat of John 1g: 23. It wasa 
broad, wide garment, and if taken hold of at the 
shoulders and hem by four people, two on either side, 
would have the form and size of a square blanket, 
and would be strong enough to carry a person in. 
Doubtless, Nadab and Abihu were buried in the coats 
made specially for them on their consecration to the 
priest’s office (Exod. 28 : 40; 29: 8), and which were 
symbolical of their high function; and since they pol- 
luted themselves and their office, it is natural to sup- 
pose that they were buried in the coats, which, 
ae holy, could not hide the guilt of their un- 
worthy owners. It is customary here to inter people 
in their best clothes. 


ScHWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA. 
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Mr. Nelson, one of England's best actuaries, 
shows that the mortality of moderate drinkers over 
abstainers is: from ages of 15 to 20 about twice as 
great, 20 to 30 over three times as great, and from 
Jrom 30 to go four times as great. 
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Sacrilege and Judgment 


By Alexander 


HE first sacrifices had just been offered by Aaron, 
and the glory of the Lord had scarcely faded 
from the sight of the people, when the terrible 

judgment on Aaron’s two'sons turned joyful shout- 
ings into awe-stricken wailings. The wailings have 
long since died in their turn, but the awe remains. 
It is needless to deny that the incident in this lesson 
startles and shocks. It can only be accounted for on 


the ound of ‘‘the hardness of their hearts,” by 
whic ag = vindicated other of the phenomena of 
the early days. In other words, the incident is only 


rightly estimated when it is studied in its setting, and 
regard is had to the stage at which Israel stood and 
at which revelation stood. 
rd 

The first question is as to the exact nature of 
Nadab and Abihu’s sin. Here we must distinguish 
between the act and the criminality of the act. hat 
the former was is obscure. Was it kindling the in- 
cense in the censers by fire which had not been taken, 
according to prescribed ritual, from the altar; or was 
it-offering other than the prescribed kimd of incense, 
which is called strange fire, or was it offering an un- 
prescribed sacrifice? That must be left in its dim- 
ness; but the criminality is plain, /Aa/ it consisted in, 


by one or other or all of these things, bringing to God’ 


that ‘‘ which he had not commanded them.” The 
lesson that Israel had to learn, and by being obe- 
dient to which alone could it be fenced off from sur- 
rounding idolatries, and their destructive moral and 
religious consequences, was that God was to be wor- 
shiped as God had enjoined, and not otherwise. To 
insist on that was not the pedantry of ritual marti- 
netism, but the carefulness which stops the smallest 
crack in the ‘‘levee” that alone keeps millions of 
acres from being drowned by the Mississippi. If we 
think of all that hung on the question whether Israel 
was to keep itself unspotted from the heathen world 
around it and its various cults, perhaps this tremen- 
dous judgment will assume a different aspect. 
ae 

The stage of national development is also to be 
taken into account, which had not yet reached the 
point where anything less than the strongest facts 
would make a dint on memory and conscience. Fur- 
ther, the —- of revelation is to be remembered. 
As has just been pointed out, the ritual system had 
been inatgurated on that very day. All was new 
and strange, easily dislodged, depreciated, or cor- 
rupted, and therefore needing special guarding. The 
bud needs and has protection from rough husks, 
which the flower can do without. This swift death 
of offenders against the new order has its parallel in 
the swift death of Ananias and Sapphira, which is to 
be vindicated on similar unds. There, too, the 
necessity was stringent for instant removal of a 
springing root of bitterness, by which many might 
be defiled, and for saving the young life of the com- 
munity from disease, which, unchecked, might infect 
its whole future. 

Another solemn lesson taught by the incident is 
that the agent of destruction is the same fire which, 
a moment before, had been the token of the divine 


McLaren, D.D. 


acceptance of the appointed sacrifices. Fire, which 
so many nations have felt to be a symbol of Deity, 
can genially warm, or can destroy. Sothe fire of God 
comes to men as the bath, into which plunged their 
evil is burned up, and all that is good is invigorated 
and kindled into flame, or as fierce heat which burns 
up the chaff. The same God in the same gospel is 
the savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. 


“ Infinite mercy,—but I wis 
As infinite a justice too.’’ 


The solemn effect of the incident is greatl 
ened by the brevity of the narrative, and by the 
entire absence of sobs and tears. Some readers will 
call the tone inhuman; would not super-human be 
nearer the mark? The only comment is made by 
Moses, and that to the father of the two dead men, 
as they lay in their priestly robes, worn for the first 
time. The comment aims at no feeble consolation, 
and seems to ignore altogether the father, and to 
address only the priest. It draws out the lesson for 
Aaron and all who, like him, are in any special man- 
ner brought near to Jehovah. The 5 A is that, 
the nearer to God, the more guilty if we sin, and the 
more is holiness demanded. They ‘‘that bear the 
vessels of the Lord” must especially be ‘‘ clean.” 
That command applied to the priestly order; but all 
Christians are priests, and their office binds them to 
loftier lives of more speckless purity, and involves 
them in sorer chastisements if they stain their gar- 
ments. Amos had brooded over Moses’ words, and 
reproduced them for the nation: ‘‘ You only have I 
known of all the families of the earth: therefore I 
will visit upon you all your iniquities;” and Peter 
echoes them when he speaks of ‘‘ judgment to begin 
at the house of God.” 


height- 
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There is something very noble and pathetic in that 
expression, ‘‘ And Aaron held his peace,”—smothered 
his groans, and bowed silently, though with bleeding 
heart. ‘‘I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; be- 
cause thou didst it,” is sometimes the very sublime 
of Christian resignation, and is not the sullen silence 
which makes the bones wax old, but the acquiescence 
which begins to bring peace.” 

The prohibition of paying the rites of burial, or of 
showing signs of mourning, must still farther have 
strained the feelings of Aaron and his surviving sons. 
It was meant to enforce the lesson of the whole inci- 
dent. But the reason assigned admits of wider ap- 
plication, for it is that ‘‘ the anointing oil of Jehovah 
is upon you.” In a higher than ceremonial fashion 
that ‘‘anointing from the Holy One” rests on the 
heads of all Christians, and should make them, not, 
indeed, insensible to the joys of earthly love and kin- 
dred, or stoically indifferent to its sorrows, but should 
keep them from plunging intc the one with God- 
forgetting ardor; and from being: overwhelmed by 
the other. The oil poured on the stormy sea should 
bring down the fierce run of the waves, and make it 
easier to hold the course, even in storms. 

It has been impossible to tréat this as a temper-* 
ance lesson without passing by the preceding part of 
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it, and we can only note here that the prohibition of 
the wine for the priests while engaged in their office 
is rested on grounds which have a wide applica- 
tion. Nothing is more clearly established on phy- 
siological grounds and by common experience than 
that alcohol in a man’s mouth takes away his brains, 
dulls his perception, blunts his discrimination, low- 
ers his moral tone, blurs the difference between 
right and wrong, ‘‘the holy and the common,... 
the unclean and the clean."" Few things would con- 
tribute more to the church’s fulfilling its function 
of writing these distinctions deep on the national 
conscience, and teaching ‘all the statutes which the 
Lord hath spoken,” than that all its members, God's 
priests, gave heed to the old commandment: ‘‘ Drink 
no wine nor strong drink,” not only ‘‘ when ye go 
into the tent of meeting,” but ‘for ever, throughout 
your generations.” 
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If money talks, then we are six times as proud of 
our saloons as of our public schools, and eight times 
as proud of our efforts todamn menwith drink as we 
are of our attempts to save them with the gospel. 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


AILROAD directors and managers of fine ma- 
chinery dare not allow their employees to go to 
a saloon. There is too much put in peril. A 
stupefied electrical engineer is liable to have fire leap 
out upon him to his death any moment. A stupefied 
locomotive engineer is likely to bring death to many 
besides himself. The punishment of: Nadab and 
Abihu (v. 2) is not more severe than we read of in 
nearly every morning paper. 

How slowly the world creeps up to perceive what 
God showed in the beginning! Drinkers of wine are 
debarred from all high, pure, and strong realms. 

Criticisms of the Lord's laws and doings were not 
allowed (v. 6). If the engineer tumbles off his throne 
of power, let the fireman take his place, and so all 
the people on the train be saved. Aaron held his 
peace (v. 3), though his two sons were dead. The 
whole house of Israel might bewail the burning which 
the Lord kindled, for that would exalt his adminis- 
tration, but the priests must not. It was by the 
drunken stupidity of some of their number that the 
judgment had come. 

Teach the sacredness of the Lord's commandments. 
Some other way is not just as good. Men may sin 
even in worship,—Cain did. Puta difference between 
the holy and the common, the clean and unclean. 

In what spirit do we worship God, and do the duties 
of our holy religion ? 

All Christians are now kings and priests unto God, 
and must serve him aright. 


UNIVERSITY Park, CoLo. 
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For twenty ore past the nation's drink bill has 
been greater than the value of all the gold and sil- 
ver it has produced; it has spent more tn poison 
than it has produced in precious metals. 


- 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ND offered strange fire before Jehovah (v. 1). 
They thought that God would accept any kind 
of offering or service they gave him—just be- 

cause they offered it. They were not alone in this. 
The streets are full of Paned fl who are saying, ‘‘ Oh! 
it don’t make any difference what religion you have, 
as long as you practice it ; nor what doctrine you 
believe, as long as you hold it sincerely ; nor what 
life you live, as long as you live it conscientiously.” 
That was exactly what these men thought ; but they 
didn’t think hard enough, and they didn’t think deep 
enough. Does it make any difference how sincerely 
you believe that a counterfeit dollar is a good one, 
when you offer it ata bank? Does it make any dif- 
ference whether you are conscientious in your belief 
that it is right for you to smoke in a street-car where 
it is forbidden ? And yet you want God to accept 
any kind of behavior and life and doctrine you feel 
like offering him! It’s absurd on the face of it. He 
wants right conduct and doctrine and worship. Any- 
thing else is ‘‘ strange fire.” Even if little Bill should 
think it right for him to come into my study with his 
hat on and his boots ail mud, I should not. It's 
‘* strange fire,” and it wouldn’t do. 

Let not the hair of your heads go loose, neither 
rend your clothes (v. 6). Not a tear was to be shed, 
not a sigh to be breathed, over the graves of the men 
who had thus tried to impose upon God. Bury them 
out of -sight- without a sign of sorrow. 


Let them go. 
Ah! but it’s terrible. 


And yet there are people over 
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whose coffins it is an insult to God to mourn. This 
very day I have been to the House of Refuge to see 
two girls who were lured to their ruin by a woman. 
It would be immoral to let the hair of your head 
loose, and to rend your clothes, over her body, if she 
were dead. Bow down over the living whom she has 
betrayed, and weep tears of pity over her victims, 
but let us have no maudlin and sentimental tears 
over the infamous monster who has offered this 
strange fire. Over the penitent Magdalene our Lord 
bent in pity. For the impenitent hypocrites he had 
only denunciation and threatenings. Tears were not 
made to be shed on moral monstrosities, any more 
than dew was made to be wasted on volcanoes. 

I] will be sanotified in them that come nigh me, 
etc. (v. 3). And it’s right that he should. And it’s 
right that little Bill's mama should be sanctified and 
glorified when he comes to her. Pure and sweet and 
beautiful and good, devoted to him, sacrificing her- 
self daily on the altar for him,—what right has he to 
come before her save in that divine reverence and 
gratitude which childhood owes to motherhood? If 
she is as wise as she is good, she will insist upon it, 
she will demand it,—that he should come to her as to 
ashrine. Take nothing less, O mothers! and you 
will receive nothing less. It is your right ‘‘to be 
consecrated and glorified " by your children. Such is 
the right of God What a beautiful thought, that, 
when we go pure and holy to God, we lend a new 
sacredness even to him! 

Drink no wine nor strong drink,... that ye die 
not(y. 9). Does it count for nothing with you, my 
boy, that three or four thousand years ago a sublime 
old patriarch, who had seen the world through and 
through, should solemnly announce that death was 
the penalty of drink ? Does it count for nothing that 
there has never been an age since when the wisest and 
the best men have not with united and solemn voice 
affirmed and reaffirmed his judgment ? Does it count 
for nothing that statistics, those awful witnesses who 
do not lie, echo and re-echo the truth of his state- 
ment ? What evidence do you want? What warn- 
ing do you desire? I loathe a bigot about doctrine or 
morals, and pray God to keep me from being one; 
but I most solemnly avow that I believe a young per- 
son to be acting the part of a fool who trifles with 
this danger in the face of the testimony of human 
history, to say nothing of the revealed commands of 
God, 

That ye may make a distinction between the hol 
and the common, and between the unclean and the 
cléan (vy. 10). There is a distinction, whether you 
make it or not. Some things are sweet and sacred 
and beautiful, and some are hideous and ugly and 
accursed, All your disguising and arguing will not 
turn the one into the other. You can’t turn ragtime 
music into oratorios by changing the names of the 
tunes. A chromo is not an oil painting, even though 
millions of people do not know the difference. If you 
are low ad vulgar and profane and selfish, your con- 
ceit cannot make you refined and noble. It’s unclean 
to tell impure stories and smoke cigarettes and swear, 
and, if all the boys who stand on street corners and 
hide behind barns to commit their devilment should 
gather from every farm and village and city in 
America and affirm it to be otherwise, it wouldn't 
change the loathsome nature of these vices a mil- 
lionth fraction of a degree. It is a fatal thing for an 
engineer tocall a red light green, but it is a thousand 
times worse to call a bad thing good. 

CINCINNATI, O, 
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Dr. Demme of Germany has been investigating. 
He found that &2 per cent of the children of teeto- 
talers were sound in their internal organs, while 
only 17 per cent of the children of liquor-drinkers 


were as well off. 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


HO were Nadab and Abihu? What wrong 
thing did they do in connection with the ser- 
vice of the tabernacle ? (Ask some teacher.) 

What was meant by strange fire? What punishment 
did God inflict on these two men? Why was Aaron 
not allowed to show signs of mourning over the death 
of his two sons? What command was given by God 
reqerane the use of strong drink by —* 
as it not awful that, on account of drink, the very 
services of religion should suffer? But that case of 
Nadab and Abihu is not the only case where this has 
\ \happened. Now put down the words Drink Curses 
Pulpit. Yes, this is true. Even ministers are not 
free from danger in this matter of intoxication. All 
repeat this text, ‘‘ Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall.” The writer has known of 
not a few ministers who have lost pulpit and power 
just because of this terrible sin. In a lodging-house 
that he started, he had, in the first four months, four 
ministers who came to that place through drink. So 
we see that the words on the board are true. 
But now we wili add two more words. Add, And 
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Pew. That also is true. Now ask all in the school 
who have suffered in their friends through drunken- 
ness to rise. Many will respond. See then how the 
danger stares us in the face to this day. What, then, 
is the best advice that we can give to both pulpit and 
pew? Abstain totally. 
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men were protected from liguor as carefully 


J 
before they go to jail as they are after they get 
there, they wouldn't go at all. . 


. 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ** Bible Songs ’’) 

















ULPIT ** Yield not to temptation."’ Psalm 19 : 8-14. 
wT fe (251: 1-5. 36: 1-5.) 
EW. Throw out the life-line. Psalm 50 : 16, 17, 21-23. 
“IT need thee every hour."’ (66 : 8, 9, 12-15. 105: 8, 
**O brott lift y ices.” % 19-15.) 
tity Went tae yrothers, lift your voices. Psalm 39 : 1-4, 7-11. 
F “ ** Dare to be a Daniel !"’ (53 : 1-4, 7-10. 82: 1-4, 
“ Ring the bells of } " ta 
Gladstone satd, ‘‘ The traffic in strong drink has eae when cian OE Psa trl + ta : 1-3.) 
inflicted more evil on the human race than war, “ Rescue the perishing !"" Psalm 132: 7-14 
pestilence, and famine combined.” ‘ Let the lower lights be burning !"’ (196 : 3-5. 285 : 3-5.) 
L a 
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Have you seen the International Beginners’ Course of 
Bible Lessons? An attractive little pamphlet, contain- 
ing the Beginners’ Lessons for the second quarter, with 
teaching hints by Mr. Archibald, will be sent, postpaid, 
Sor ten cents, by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: The Heavenly Father’s 
Love and Care for his Children. 


Il. Lesson Topic: Nadab and Abihu. 


Ill. Golden Text: 
1 Thess, 5 : 6. 


IV. Result Sought: 
Total abstinence from wine and strong drink. 


V. Starting-Points : 

[Nore.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred. ] 

1. Did you ever gee a drunken man? 
2. A review of last Sunday’s lesson. 
3. Watching for mother. 

4. Stumbling, and falling down. 


VI. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process. 
1. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 


Did you ever see a drunken man? 
behave ? 

2. Lesson Story. 

We are going to have a very sad story to-day 
about two of the children of Israel who dia wrong, 
and one day drank too much wine and strong drink. 

At this point review the lesson on the tabernacle. 
Then proceed : 

Do you remember what the ministers were called 
in those days? The priests did not preach sermons 
as our ministers do; their work was to keep in order 
the lamps and the great golden candlestick, and to 
light them every evening. They had to clear away 
the ashes where the sacrifices were offered up, and 
to set twelve fresh loaves of shew-bread upon the 

olden table every Sunday. Instead of ringing a 

ll to call the people to charch, as we do in these 
days, the priests blew a silver trumpet when it was 
church time. Their dresses were different from 
those worn by the rest of the people, and were made 
of beautifully colored cloth. 

One part of the priests’ duty was to teach the chil- 
dren of Israel all about the rules which the heavenly 
Father had given to Moses. Now there were rules 
for the priests also as well as for the rest of the peo- 
ple. Let me tell you what two of these rules were. 
One was that they were to keep burning, by day and 
by night, the fire on the altar where the offerings 
were burnt, so that they would always have some 
fire ready to light the altar of incense. Another rule 
was, that they were to be careful about drinking wine 
and strong drink. 

Our story is about two of these priests, who were 
named Nadab and Abihu. One time, when it was 
their turn to watch the fire and light the incense, 
they drank so much wine and strong drink that they 
did not know what they were doing, and I expect 
they let the fire on the big altar go out. At any rate, 
instead of lighting the incense fire with the fire that 
was always used, they brought some strange fire to 
light it with. The heavenly Father was very angry 
when he found that his rules had been broken, and 
he had to punish Nadab and Abihu. In some way 
their clothes caught fire, and they were so badly 


Let us watch and be sober.— 


How did he 


burned that they died. Wasn't it a pity that they 
drank the wine and strong drink, and became so 
foolish ? 

3. TRANSITION. 

What was the name of the church which the chil- 
dren of Israel built ? What were the ministers called ? 
How were they dressed? Tell me some of the things 
which the priests had to do. What two rules did 
Nadab and Abihu break? How were they punished ? 
4. THe TrutH EmpHasizep. 

What suffering comes to people who drink too 
much wine and strong drink in these days ? 

One day somebody offered some wine to a boy 
whom I know. He knew that it would not be good 
for him. What do you think he did about it ? hat 
would you have done? What is our Golden Text ? 

This lesson is largely negative. A good story in- 
troduced as a re saps ee to the lesson story, about 
a boy or a man who overcame the temptation to take 
strong drink which he knew would be harmful to 
him, would greatly. strengthen the lesson teaching. 
There will be a difference of opinion among primary 
teachers as to how much of the dreadful detail of this 
story to tell the class. The story is altogether nega- 
tive and highly suggestive of evil. One teacher may 
tell it in such a way that it will be harmful, while 
another will make it genuinely helpful. The differ- 
ence is the spirit and manner of the teacher. 


Vil. Summary of Lesson Steps 











The Truth | Wine and . 
Emphasized. | Strong drin 
mpnhasue** | should be 
avoided. 
Transition. | Questions on the Lesson 


Story which lead up to 
the Truth Emphasized. 











The Lesson 

Story. Nadab and Abihu. 
Preparation 
for Lesson Did you ever see a drunken man? 
Story. 
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The American people put half of all their farm 
products down their throats in intoxicants last year, 
and then threw the other half after it to pay for 
taking care of the wreck and ruin. 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HOW your pupils that the people chosen by God 
were being taught to know him by picture les- 
sons in conduct and worship. Describe again 

the giving of the commandments which were the 
basis of the covenant between the people and God, 
the first lesson in conduct, and the worship of the 
idol calf which followed close on the command to 
worship no other being than Jehovah, who had de- 
livered them from their oppressors in Egypt. Next 
came the first lesson in true worship through the 
building and furnishing of the tabernacle; and close 
on that lesson came the disobedience of those who 


( Continued on page go2\ 
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Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent | 
on an advance order of 1,070 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
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$50.00 Round Trip to California, Chicago 
& North-Western R’y from Chicago, August 
2to10. The new Overland Limited, the 
luxurious every-day train, leaves Chicago 
8.00 P. M. Only tiree days en route. Un- 
rivaled scenery. Variable routes, New draw- 
ing-room sleeping-cars and compartment cars, 
observation cars ‘with telephone), All meals 
in dining-cars. Buffet library cars (with 
barber). Electric lighted throughout. Two 
other fast trains 10.00 A. M. and 11.30 P. M. 
daily. The best of everything. Daily and 
personally conducted tourist car excursions 
toCalifornia, Oregon, and 
Apply to your nearest ticket agent, or ad- 
dress W. A. Cox, 601 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


Washington. 


Hot Springs, S. D., the great sanitarium 
and health resort, in the picturesque Black 
Hills. Only $24.30 round trip from Chicago, 
on certain specified dates throughout the 
summer, via the Northwestern Line. Through 
Ask ticket 
agents for full particulars, or write for infor- 
mation to W. A. Cox, 601 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


train service from Chicago daily. 


From Prairie Schooner to Overland Lim- 
ited. Send two-cent stamp for copy of spe- 
cial edition of illustrated article from the July 
Review of Reviews, dealing with the history 
and development of the Northwest and of the 
Chicago & Northwestern R’y and the only 
double track line between Chicago and the 
W. A. Cox, 601 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Missouri River. 


The fish are biting up in Wisconsin and 
Michigan. First-class train service Chicago 
& North-Western R’y during the fishing sea- 
son. Summer tourist rates now in effect. 
Direct connection is made at Chicago with 
all lines from the south and east. Ask any 
ticket agent for particulars, or address for 
free booklets and full information, W. A. Cox, 
601 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Very: Low Round Trip Rates via the 
North-Western Line Chicago to Salt Lake 
City and Ogden, Utah, until September 15th. 
Return limit, October 31, 1902. Luxurious 
fast trains leavé Chicago 10.00 A. M., 8.00 
and 11.30 P. M. daily. For tickets and in- 
formation apply to W. A. Cox, 601 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Music Edition, 25 cents. Words only, 10 cents. 
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Books of the Bible 


A very delightful game for young or old. Fifty cents. 
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Letters from a Self-Made 
Merchant to His Son 


They are from John Graham, an old Chicago pork packer, 
to his son Pierrepont, who has just left Harvard College, 
and is beginning work in earnest as an eight-dollar 
clerk in the old man’s packing-house. 
This series, recently published in THe Saturpay EVENING 
Post, has been put into a little booklet, and a copy will 


be sent free of charge to any one sending Twenty-Five 
Cents for Three Months’ Trial Subscription to 


THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST 


A special feature of summer issues will be a new 
series of the clever and amusing Letters from a 
Self-Made Merchant. The first series of Letters, 
by their shrewd wit and downright common- 
sense, made an 
extraordinary hit. 
The new Letters 
are even brighter 
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Powell’s Map of Palestine 


LIGHT AND SHADE RELIEF MAP with Radial Key Index giving ap- 

proximate distances and directions from Jerusalem. 
class work. On the back of the map are a number of smaller maps, such as a 
Radial Key Map of Paul’s Travels, a map of Jerusalem, map showing tribal divi- 
sion, a map of the Roman Empire, etc. Also illustrations of Tarsus, Antioch, etc. 

Bishop Whitaker of Pennsylvania, says : 
that it gives a vivid impression of the country.’’ 


—Dr. Schauffler. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


| “HELPS” THAT HELP 
| Bivle students to find at once what they are looking 
| for, are alphabetically arranged in 


NELSONW’S 
TEACHERS’ 
BIBLE 


Popular Series. These “ Helps” 
are illustrated frem recent photo- 
aphs and contain the Concise 
Bible Dictionary with Combined 
Concordance and Indexed Bible Atlas 
“In no other Teachers’ Bible is there such a wealth of 
knowledge in so small a space.”—ChAristian Observer. 
Prices from $1.15 upwards. A!) styles of bindings 
and sizes of type. For sale by all booksellers or send 
for catalogue to 
Theos. Nelson & Sons, Pub’s, 37-41 E. 13th St., New York, 


Especially valuable in 


**It stands out in so bold relief 
** No other so near perfection.’’ 
** By all odds the best.’’—Dr. Blackall. 


Size, 1422 inches. Price, 50 cents 
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(Continued from page 400) 
had been set apart to lead the people in | 
that worship. Here we find: 

1. Profanity Punished. God's law must 
be kept sacred, for it is the revelation of 
himself. Those who treat it irreverently 
cannot see him. Describe the ark, over- 
laid within and without with purest gold. 
It contained only the pot of manna, 
Aaron's rod, the Ten Commandments, 
These stood for God's care providing 
for their needs, his power protecting 
them, his law which they must obey. 
The golden covering was the mercy 
seat, and above it were two cherubim, 
figures with outstretched wings, between 
which God made his presence known, 
Now show that our own ideas of God are 
represented by these things,—his provi- 
dence, his will, his power, his self-reveal- 
ing presence, his forgiving love. These 
symbols were enclosed in the most holy 
place. His appointed priests were to 
stand before it, representing him to the 
people, and the people to him, Explain 
the exalted privilege and solemn re- 
Fe cr a of these two young men, 

adab and Abihu. 

They were the oldest sons of the high- 
priest (Exod. 6 : 23). They had seen 
God and communed with him, as the 
people had not (Exod. 24 I, 9, 10). 
They had been appointed to a holy 
ministry in the tabernacle (Exod. 27 : 
21; 28: 1), had been clothed with priests’ 
garments. They had been warned 
‘*that they bear not iniquity and die,” 
and had been consecrated with most 
solemn ceremonies (Exod, 28 40-43; 
40 : 12-16). 

Through their holy service the people 
were to be brought near, and kept near, 
to God. All their official acts spoke to 
the people of God, of the way they 
might approach him, and of the way by 
which he would forgive their sins (Lev. 
4: 13-20, 25, 31, etc.). They had offi- 
ciated as priests, and knew their duty 
(Lev. g : 8-11, 18-21). Now show how 
they dishonored their calling (Lev. to: 
1), and how the fire from Jehovah, which 
consumed the burnt offering on the altar 
(9 : 24), seized on and destroyed them 
(10: 2). Show what the people would 
have come to think of God if, in the be- 
ginning of their life as his chosen nation, 
he had allowed his priests to profane his 
worship (compare in 5: 1-11). Moses 
explained the meaning of the death of 
the two young priests (v. 3). They 
mocked the sacrifice which Spey, 





God's mercy to the penitent. 

2. Profanity Mourned. Aaron,the high- 
priest, must not mourn, nor his sons 
who were left; for they, whose grief was 
greatest, must bear oficial testimony to | 
the justice of Jehovah. But all the peo- 
ple were to mourn the act which caused 
his judgment to fall on the yourlg men 
(vs. 6, 7). Thus the father’s silence in 
his holy office, and the people's wailing, 
witnessed to.the awe of Him who dwelt 
among them, and whose commands were 
laid up in the ark of the covenant and of | 
the testimony. The death of the two| 
young men may have been the salvation | 
of the nation. 

3. Holiness Enjoined. Thecommand, | 
‘*Drink no wine nor strong drink,” 
implies that the young men had dis- 
qualified themselves for their holy office 
by drinking; that by this indulgence 
they brought death on themselves and 
dishonor on God, and endangered the 
life of the whole people. This, then, is | 
the lesson for you to teach, that those 
who would serve God must be sober. 
Every son and daughter of God is now | 
a priest unto him. That was his pur- 

se in choosing a nation (Exod. 19: 6). | 

hat is the business of every Christian 
(1 Pet. 2: 5,9; Rev. 1: 6). riests who | 
confuse their minds with wine and strong 
drink destroy the distinction between 
the holy and the common, the clean and | 
the unclean (v. 10). They disobey the 
command of God (Isa. 52: 11). You are 
age to teach God's statutes (v. 11). 
Use them to fit 
known his will (John 15 : 3). 








| 


Suggestive Questions 


1. The Priests’ Office. Describe the 
settin 
rael. Why were their bodies made clean 
within and without ? Why was it neces- 
sary that their minds should be clean 





yourselves to make | 


apart of the first priests of Is- | 
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and pure? 
the people ? 

2. The Sacrilege of the Two Priests. 
How was the priest to kindle the incense 
that he burned before Jehovah? (Lev. 
16 : 12, 13.) What did the incense sig- 
nify ? (Psa. 141: 2.) How was the offer- 
ing polluted ? (Lev. to : 1.) How did it 
dishonor God ? (Lev. 10 : 3.) 

3. The Priest’s Service. Who is now 
the high-priest? (Heb. 9 : 11.) Who 
are priests with him, and how do they 
serve him ? (1 Pet. 2: 5,9.) Why should 


What did they represent to 


priests abstain from wine and strong 
drink? (Lev. 10 : 10; 20 : 26; Rom. 
oe: s- 2.3 

Boston. 


Cardiff, Wales, when saloons were 
open Sundays, had 80,000 population 
and 62 arrests for drunkenness on that 
day, but with 170,000 population, and 
the saloons closed on Sunday, they had 
but two arrests. 


txt 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
The Organization of Israel 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Leviticus). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


Nadab is Aaron's eldest son. He is said 
to have gone with Moses and the elders 


to Sinai, where he, with the others, is | 


granted a vision of God (Exod. 24 : 1, 9, 
10). Later he was admitted to the 
priestly office. with the other sons of 
Aaron (Exod. 28), was consecrated (Lev. 
8), and, on the very day of the comple- 
tion of his consecration, was destroyed 
at the altar with Abihu, his companion. 
The reason assigned is the’ offering at 


| the altar of ‘* strange fire,” which proba- 


bly means that he violated the ritual 
law in some distinct particular, either 


| failing to prepare the incense according 


to the careful directions which had been 
given, or taking the fire from some other 
than the proper place,—namely, the 
altar of burnt-offering. Their sudden 


| and dreadful punishment is explained 


by the necessity of laying sharp empha- 
sis upon the duty of reverence and care- 
fulness on the part of those to whom the 
privilege of coming into God's presence 
to minister has been granted. The 
sacredness and honor of God are above 
all other considerations. 

This is a lesson emphasized by the 
whole ritual law. It aimed to help men 
to realize the holiness and majesty of 
God. He was not to be trifled with. 
His regulations were to be strictly fol- 
lewed. 





Least of all could those given the sin any the more venial because it 


access to his invisible presence be heed- 
less of these ordinances. Moreover, 
such servants, when on duty (Lev. ro: 
6, 7), must make that duty their only 
concern (comp. Luke g : 62). 

The account goes on (vs. 8, g) to add 
a prohibition against the use of intoxi- 
cants on the part of the priesthood when 
on service. Such a prohibition was, of 
course, in entire accord with the spirit of 
the ritual law, as noticed above. Holi- 
ness and accuracy could scarcely be pro- 
moted by intoxicated priests. That the 
prohibition was adopted because Nadab 
and Abihu were intoxicated is rather 
improbable, and made more so by the 
imperfect connection between verses 9 
and 10. Verse g concludes in the usual 
way (Lev. 17 : 7; 23: 21). Verse 1o 
literally reads, ‘‘ and to distinguish be- 
tween the holy and the profane,” etc. A 
few stars or periods should properly be 
introduced between the verses. 

The legislation of Israel, both the 
ritual statutes and the social legislation, 
emphasize temperance in the broad 
sense, not involving abstention from 
wine, but moderation in its use, self- 
control in all things for the sake of the 
ability to do thoroughly one’s whole duty. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


Note by the Editor.—Professor Sanders has pre- 
pared a leaflet naming useful books bearing on these 
Old Testament studies, and containing also practical 
suggestions on the conduct of a Senior Bible Class. 
It will be sent for a two-cent stamp by the Publish- 
ers, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

For a discussion of Leviticus as a whole, 
see the article ‘‘ Leviticus,” and for the 
vresent lesson see ‘‘ Nadab and Abihu”’ 
in the Hastings Dictionary of the Bible, 
which sums up all .that can be fairly 
said. In Kellogg’s commentary on Lev- 
iticus in the Expositor’s Bible series is a 
very clear and helpful exposition of the 
narrative, in which the intoxication of 
the priests is considered probable. 


III. Questions For Stupy anv Discus- 
SION. 

To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the elass.] 

1. The Principal Actors. (1.) Who 
were Nadab and Abihu, and why had 
they a. right to ‘take up their cen- 
sers " ? : 

2. Their Sin. (2.) What made the 
fire they offered to Jehovah ‘‘ strange” ? 

3. lts Motive. (3.) Isit probable that 
they would have been intoxicated on an 
occasion like this, which was the culmi- 
nation of a week of especial vigil ? (Lev. 
8 : 31-36.) (4.) Does the text force us to 
accept this explanation? (5.) Is any 
other explanation of their action pos- 


| sible ? 


4. /ts Punishment. 
they 


(6.) How were 
unished for their sin? (7.) Was 
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75 t Five or more copies, either to 
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age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 
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. One free copy addi- 
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cent rate. 


the time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enong cope of any one is sue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
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Northern New England’s 
Beautiful Sea Coast 


From the time when the Mayflower first 
dropped anchor in a New England port, and 
the staid old Puritans set foot upon her 
shores, the popularity of New England’s 
coast as a summer resort was assured. 

The charms of New England’s sea coast 
are so diversified, the scenery so wild and 
beautiful, and the climatic conditions so favor- 
able, that one is at a loss where to start in 
commenting about this gifted territory. 

The historic and picturesque portions have 
also quite an important place in the attrac- 
tions of New England’s sea-board, and 
many an old legend or poem is recalled at 
the glimpse of a Cape Ann fisherman, the 
Marblehead cliffs, or the famous old city of 
Salem. 

Aside from the natural beauty and pic- 
turesque spots on the Atlantic coast, this 
portion has another attribute which is pecu- 
liar only to Northern New England; namely, 
the delightful coolness which pervades this 
section even during the hottest months. 

Thus when one considers the many advan- 
tages which Northern New England has over 
the rest of the country, it is no wonder she is 
looked upon as the premier vacation coast. 
The hotels are the finest in the country, and 
the patronage comprises the wealthiest and 
best class of the American people. 

The train connections along the coast from 
Boston are admirable, and the additional and 
improved train service between Bar Harbor 
and coast of Maine points and New York 
City, has greatly added to the comfort of the 
visitors from that section. 

You may travel abroad, or search through- 
out the country for a more delightful water- 
ing place, but your quest will be in vain; for 
in all this world, for comfort, pleasure, and 
beauty, the length of sea coast between the 
rocky cliffs of Marblehead and the towering 
mountain peaks which stand guard over the 
historic isle of Mt. Desert and its summer 
paradise, Bar Harbor, is without equal. 

The descriptive pamphlet, ‘‘ All Along 
Shore,’’ which will prove useful in selecting 
a seaside resort, will be mailed by the Pas- 
senger Department, Boston & Maine Rail- 
road, Boston, for a two-cent stamp. ‘‘ New 
England Seashore ’’ is the title of a portfolio 
made up of thifty half-tone reproductions of 
photographs illustrating coast views, and will 
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was probably an overlooking of certain | 
prescribed forms ? 

5. The Necessity of It. (8.) What; 
sort of sins require punishment? Are 
there distinctions? (9.) Was this a 
venial sin, one that should have been | 
overlooked or pard: ned ? 

6. The Idea Back of the Levitical 
Law. (10.) What thoughts regarding 
God was it necessary that the ritual law 
should enforce ? 


1V. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader |} 

‘To obey is better than sacrifice.” 

High position confers no immunity 
from punishment in the sight of God. 


YALE UNIVERSITY. 


b 4 


The new Bishop of London, Winning- 
ton Ingram, ts one of England's fore- 
most temperance advocates. 











re hs. 





At the Country Store Club. 
By the Rev. Henry F. Cope 

‘¢ | TELL you, boys, I feel just like 
putting a couple of sticks of giant | 
powder under that place, and | 

a-blowing it sky-high,” said ’Siah, point- 

ing up the street to the Old-Timer’s 

Saloon. 

‘* But the Bible says you oughter love 
yer enemies,” suggested Martin. 

‘*Shure!” said Arthur Atkin. ‘* And | 
that’s no sign.we’re to lie down, and in- 
vite ’em to stomp all over us, and chaw 
us all up. I’m willing to love my ini- | 
mies, but I'd like to spike their guns jes’ 
the same.” 

“It makes a man feel hateful. I don’t | 
wonder that the women have taken to 
smashing the joints. I just can’t sit | 
still when I think what they've done | 
with our boys ’round here. We don’t 
have any doubts about killing off rat- 
tlers and wolves, but what are we going 
to do about this business that kills off 
better things than cattle,—men and 
women ?” 

‘‘ What’s the use; 'Siah ?” asked Alec, 
as he fanned himself. ‘It’s too hot to 
get excited, and, anyway, what can you 
do about it? Isn’t this a free country, 
where everybody has the right to do as 
they like ?” ‘ 

‘*No, sir, they haven't. 





back there, or to fire our barns or shoot 
down our children. You can talk all you 
want to, In the first place, no man has 
the right to do wrong. This is a free 
country, but that don’t leave men free 
to be devils. And no man can love his 
own unless he hates the doings of those 
that harm them. If you talk about lov- 
ing men, you had better show your love 
by fighting their enemies. If you want 
to bless men, you must go against the 
things that curse them. It would be 
wrong to love your enemies in a way 
that would wrong your friends.” 

** Well, ’Siah, do you s’pose that God’ll 
send all the drunks to hell ?” 

‘*I don't s’pose anything about it; I 
know they’re going that way without 
any sending. The worst punishments 
are the results of our wrong-doing. Do 
you suppose a man can go on using what 
has brought more hell to this world than 
any other thing, and use it all his life 
without tasting. of the hell himself? I 
don’t wonder that God says no drunkard 
can go to heaven. As far as that goes, 
the drunkard himself wouldn't want to 
live in a dry town. But I do wonder 
some‘imes that He don’t come down like 
lightning, and blast and burn and clean 
the whole business off the earth, same 


way as we'd like to do with all these ‘ere | 


pests in the hills.” 
‘*Shure ! but I’m afeared ef the Al- 

mighty burned up the whole plant, we'd 

most-all get scorched a bit, too,” said 

Arthur. 

‘*‘And so we'd ought to be. And I 


| we'll-know enough to get up and throw 
| the whole thing out. God grant we may 


No man has | 
a right to poison our wells or the creek | 
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guess that is what we're getting now 
when this thing comes home to roost 
with some of us. Very likely, the Lord 
don’t need to send fire from heaven; the 
iniquity is from the bottomless pit, and 
its own flames will burn it up yet. All 
the sorrow and shame and pain that 
drink causes are part of the flames of the 
anger of a good God, and they'll have 
to scorch and burn us a good deal before 


do it before all the people are con- 
sumed!” 

And old man Martin was not the only 
one who said ‘‘ Amen!” 


DILLon, MONTANA, 





Wok and Workess 


Convention Calendar, 1902 


Kentucky, at Hopkinsville . 
Missouri, at Springfield . 
Mississippi, at Winona . 


. August 19-21 
. August 26-28 
. August 26-28 





Idaho, at Boise City. . . . . . October 
Maryland, at Baltimore. . . . . October 2, 3 
Massachusetts, at Springfield . . October 7-9 


Pennsylvania, at Franklin . 
Rhode Island, at Pawtucket . 
Vermont, at Morrisville . . October 15 
Maine, at Oldtown .. . . October 21-23 
District of Columbia, at Washing- 
Os ec Re eh ee oe eee 
Connecticut (biennial), at 
Meriden . as 
Michigan, at Lansing . 
New Jersey, at ‘Trenton . 
Arizona, at Phoenix . 
Utah, at - 


. October 14-16 
. October 21, 22 


. November 11-13 
. November 18-20 
. November 20, 21 
. November 22, 23 
... .. «November 28, 29 
British North America 
New Brunswick, at St. John. . October 14-16 
Nova Scotia, at Wolfville . . October 28-30 


<_0 


Information on Open-Air 
Work 
HE Open Air Workers’ Association 








of America is issuing a pamphlet 


for the purpose of stimulating out- | 


door work this summer. 


It contains addresses on this subject | 


| by the President of the Association, Rev. 
| Teunis S. Hamlin, D.D., of Washing- 

ton; Dr. MacIntosh, of Philadelphia ; 
| Rev. Frederick Campbell, of Brooklyn ; 
| Mr. William R. Moody, of Northfield ; 
| and many others, all of which were de- 
| livered at the Open Air Workers’ Con- 
| vention, held recently in Brooklyn. 

The Association will be glad to send a 
| copy of this pamphlet, which has pic- 
tures illustrating all phases of the work, 
to any reader of The Sunday School 
Times who will send a stamp for post- 
age to the Secretary, Miss Eloise V. 
Prentice, whose address for the summer 
is 399 Lincoln Avenue, Orange, N. J. 
| After September 15, address 123 Amity 
| Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our National Disease 
Caused By Coffee 

Physicians know that drugs will not correct 
the evils caused by coffee, and the only remedy 
is to stop drinking it. 

Dr. W. J. Allison, of Heber, Ark, says: ‘I 
| have been a coffee-drinker for 50 years and 
| have often thought that I could not live with- 
out it; but after many years of suffering with 





to the drinking of coffee, and after some thought, 
determined to use Postum Food Coffee for my 
morning drink. I saw that Postum was made 
carefully with directions, and found it just 
suited my taste. At first I used it only for 
breakfast, but I found myself getting so much 
better that I used it at all meals, and I am 


pleased to say that it has entirely cured me of 
indigestion. I gained 19 pounds in 4 months, 
and my general health is greatly improved. 


| 
| 
| 





our national malady, dyspepsia, | attributed it | 


‘1 must tell you of a young lady in Illinois. | 


She had been in ill health for many years, the 
| vital forces low, with but little pain. I wrote 

her of the good that Postum did me, and ad- 
| vised her to try it. At the end of the year she 


| wrote me that Postum had entirely cured her, | 


| and that she had gained 40 pounds in weight 
| and felt like herself again.’ 


When You Have 
That Empty Feeling— 
© 


Say 
Zi Z 
and everybody will know 
you want some of those 
snappy little ginger snaps 
in the In-er-seal Package. 


Price Sc. 
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The Story of the 
Denver Convention 


NE of the historic International Sunday-school Conventions 
was that held last month at Denver, Colorado. It was 
reported for The Sunday School Times by the Managing Editor 
of the paper, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Of Mr. Trumbull’s 
report, Dr. Joseph Clark, State Secretary of the Ohio Sunday- 
School and 
Stand-by ’’ letters, writes : 


Association, author of the famous ‘‘ Timothy 





“With a skili beyond that of any other writer I have 
ever known he has vividly and comprehensively transferred 
to paper a picture of a great convention. The article is a 
word photograph which combines kinetoscopic accuracy 
with telephonic delight.” 





This report of Mr. Trumbull’s, an editorial on ‘‘ Lessons 
from the Convention,’’ Mr. Fergusson’s account of the Field 
Workers’ Department, Mr. Black’s account of the Primary De- 
partment, and additional interesting details of the proceedings, 
have been put into aitractive pamphlet form for immediate pub- 
lication. It is just what every Sunday-school worker wants for 
reference, inspiration, and information. 


5 cents each; 50 cents a dozen; $3.75 a hundred. 


1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
































































































































This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her emplicy ment isn't slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept perfectly clean by APOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 


Mary Baldwin Sonineny CE re 
Virginia us Save, 19 Ly In HBtates past h veer 
Terms Jit; - for catalog. 





















erate. Enter 
Miss E.C, WEIMAR, Principal, Staunton, Va. 








Mercersbe 
Mercersburg Academy Yiercer berg. Pa. ‘+4 
thorough habits of study, broad attainments, sound 
judgment, and Christian manliness. ‘Terms moderate. 


Address William Mann irvine, Ph.D., President. 





Send for catalog to Mystic Valley Institute Mys- 
tic, Conn. gs5th year. Chartered th sexes ome. 








Summer Advice 
By One Who Knows 


Keep cool in hot weather. 
How?” 
By eating Grape-Nuts every day. 
Grape-Nuts is a predigested food which 
makes digestion easy. 

It gives the nourishment without the internal 


heat caused by heavy carbonaceous foods. 


You can feel from ten to twenty degrees cooler 
than your neighbor when you eat proper food 
that does not overtax the stomach. 


Grape-Nuts is mace from certain parts of the 
grain, and by mechanical process the starches 
are changed into grape sugar in the same man- 
ner as the stomach would do in the first act of 
digestion 

The phosphates of the cereals are retained in 
Grape-Nuts, and these and the grape sugar 
supply the necessary nourishment to body, 
brain, and fhefve centers. 

Grape-Nuts is a concentrated food giving 
strength, vitality, and coolness to the body, and 
energy and clearness to the brain, in place of 
the heavy, sluggish, draggy feeling caused by 
meat, potatoes, etc. 

Another point. 

It is thoroughly cooked at the factory by food 
experts and saves you the trouble. 

You get it from the grocer, and by adding 
\ ream, it is ready to serve. 


oF) 
scaslon. | 
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all Time”’ is 


on the dial of an 


Elgin Watch 


—the world’s standard for pocket time- 
Perfect in construction; positive 
Sold by every jeweler in 
the land; fully guaranteed. Booklet free. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO. 
Excin, It.riors. 











B. & B. 


cut prices 
on wash goods 


deeper than it’s ever been done—choicer 
goods sacrificed, 
Over 100 pieces double width Madras, 
Oxfords and Mercerized Stripes—dark and 
light—mostly 25c. goods, some 35c.—all 
one price— 
10c. yard 

Over 15,000 yards Dimities, Batistes and 

Brilliants— 


5c. yard 
—neat and medium effects—Black, Navy, 
Light and Colored grounds—dquality at so 
little cost as will astonish and profit all who 


get samples and investigate. 


Odd lines 75c. to Dollar Dress Goods, §0c. 

Fifty-cent Dress Goods—broken lines but 
useful styles, 35¢c. 

Foulard Silks—large odd variety 35¢.— 
best silks ever that money bought—and the 
styles and quality show it. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
—— Gs we se Pa. 


“THE 


AMERICAN FIRE 


insurance Company 


Company’s Build 
308 ana S10 rwainut Street, Philadelphia 








CASH CAPITAL... 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all_ 
CEGE GEIB sce exvt895s coscsssscvessces 1,724,173.26 
Surplus over all Liabilities,.............136,713.57 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1902, 
$2,360,886.83 
THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
JOHN H. PACKARD, jr., Vice-Pres. and See. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Mgr. 
DIRECTORS : 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles S. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, Edward F. Beale, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, ohn S. Gerhard, 
Jos. E. Gillingham, idward Lowber Welsh, 
Archibald R. Montgomery. 











1 cent will cure your corns, 

Sure and quick. Send 

free sample of A-CORN 
ALVve. Full box 15c. at druggists or 

~ mail. Safer than yom © better too; 

cutting makes corns grow faster 


Giant Chemical Co., Philadetphia 


The 


CORNS 














No hot steve, no cross cook, no loss of time 
or exertion as with other food. 

Its crisp taste with the delicate sweet of the 
grape sugar makes it pleasing to the palate of 
the most critical epicure. 

The recipe book in each package of Grape- 


Nuts gives many pleasing puddings, salads, en- | 


trees, and desserts that can be made. 
Worth a trial, ancl a package will prove it. 


Absolutely 
Reliable 
Always, 


REMING TON 


\'827 be mene vt YY, MEW YorK 


Church Furnishings 


VOCALION 


CHURCH AND CHAPEL 


ORGANS 


Send for Large Illustrated 
Catalog Giving Prices. 








The Vocalion Organ Co. 
74 Jackson Street, Worcester, Mass. 














Individual Communion Service 


Made of several 
materials, with 
or without 
handle. 


Springer, Mar. Mer. 
Comfortable Seating for § ¢ 


insures better order; larger at- 
tendance. Free Catalog. aears se. 


Made at Grand 
Sales-chen sat keen cohen Youk 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIG HT 


For eiectric, gas, =. f.. 
dimensions. 
estimate free. 





Write for 
256 and 


articulars. 


258 Washington ‘st:, 








ht and 


°P. ce sst Peart St., New York. 
UNLIKE OTHER BELLS 








cnurcn nave cee 


SP Non 


CHURCH sBELLS anc'reats 


Tin. Get our price. 
MosHANE BELL rot FOUNDRY. Baitimore, Md. 


Tie. Sie op MCAFELY BELLS 


he mate, most perfec ig highest tlass bells in the oN 
Meneely & Co., Waterclice West Troy P. O 
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Pears 


To keep the skin clean. 
is to wash the excretions 
from it off ; the skin takes 
care of itself inside, if not 
blocked outside. 


To wash it often and 
clean, without doing any 
sort of violence to it re- 
quires a most gentle soap, 
a soap with no free alkali 
in it. 

Pears’, the soap that 
clears but not excoriates, 

Sold all over the world. 














Why don’t you 

send for a free 

sample vial of the 
delicious dentifrice 


Rusifoam 


And see for yourself what a 
good thing for the teeth it is? 


Address, E. W. HOYT & CO. 
Lowell, Mass. 











Can You Knit 
or Crochet? 


$1,000.00 in Prizes 


is offered by the well-known and responsible firm of 

CALHOUN, ROBBINS, & CO. (estabiished 

over 50 years), for the best specimens of knitting 
or crocheting done with their 


ION BRAND 
«e YARNS” 


The following prizes will be awarded by a Com- 
mittee of Experts, selected by editors of Delineator, 
Harper's Bazar, and McCall's Magazine. 


“ 






‘rade Mark 


One Prize, $200.00 » Two Prizes, $50.00 
“150.00 } Eve TBto0 
ge 100.00 Fen o 10.00 
= = 75.00 wenty ‘‘ 5.00 





All articles returned to owner or purchased at price 
set. Send postal-card request for FULL PARTICU- 
LARS OF CONTEST! . Vow risk nothing, and may 
get a large award. 


MARK POSTAL: “ CONTEST,” DEPARTMENT 21 


CALHOUN, ROBBINS, & CO. 
7” & 410 sachsen New York 














When ‘ speerion eduaateemmente, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 














